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THE
STORY1

Watch an animated video to review previous 
sessions’ stories.

FOR THE 
STORY2

Focus our minds for imaginative listening.

THE
STORY3

Listen actively to a live telling of a Bible story.

what you 
notice4

Record observations by sketching or writing.

THE
STORY5

Choose from drawing or writing activities 
to retell part of the story in your own way.

TO YOUR 
STORY6

Share insights through guided dialogue.

WHAT IS ECHO THE STORY?

SESSION FLOW

Echo the Story is an imaginative way to engage in the Bible using storytelling, 
creative re� ection, and dialogue. This approach helps participants discover 
meaning and identity in the biblical narrative.

*  Videos increase in length to recap all the stories told so far. 
** Do REMIX activities if time permits.

[5-14 MINUTES*]

[5 MINUTES]

[10 MINUTES**]

[20 MINUTES]

[10 MINUTES]

[5 MINUTES]
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LEADER 
GUIDE DVD

SKETCH
JOURNAL

Leader Guide
The guide you are 
holding right now will 
be your map through 
each of the twelve 
sessions of Echo the 
Story. It details the 
activities in each 
session and gives you 
the prompts, scripts, 
and encouragement 
you need to lead well.

Sketch Journals 
The Sketch Journal 
is a creative logbook 
of each participant’s 
journey through the 
stories. Sketch Journals 
work in tandem with 
the Leader Guide and 
are used throughout 
each session. Make sure 
every person (leaders 
and participants) has a 
Sketch Journal!

DVD/Video
The DVD/video contains 
“The Story So Far” videos 
and leader preparation 
videos. At the start of 
each session, your group 
will watch “The Story 
So Far” video for that 
session, which includes 
a group interaction and 
a fast-paced review of 
previous sessions’ stories.



ALSO ON THE DVD: 

LEADER VIDEOS! 

ECHO THE STORY PROMO VIDEO  
This short video gives a fast overview of the Echo the Story experience,  
helping leaders and parents understand and get excited about Echo the Story.

THE STORY BEHIND ECHO  
THE STORY  
This 3-minute video explains how Echo the Story was created, why it was 
created, and how it has worked with other participants. 

ECHO THE STORY SESSION  
OVERVIEW VIDEO  
This practical, 6-minute video is the best way for leaders to understand the 
elements in each session and how best to facilitate Echo the Story.

We recommend that you watch the leader videos before 
you read any farther in this guide. Much of what is 
outlined in the next few pages will be more useful to you if 
you’ve already viewed these video segments.
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THE ANCHOR TO YOUR 

STUDENTS’ ECHO THE STORY 

EXPERIENCE . . .

The Catholic Youth Bible®(available 
in NABRE and NRSV translations) 
is a perfect companion to Echo the 
Story. Over 700 lively articles will 
help your youth grow deeper in their 
understanding of God’s Revelation in 
Scripture and Tradition.

DON’T HAVE YOUR COPY YET?
We’d be happy to help you place your order.
Please call 1.800.533.8095 or visit www.smp.org.
Quantity discounts are always available—just ask!



8

THE STORY BEHIND  
ECHO THE STORY
Thanks so much for your interest in Echo the Story! Much of the reason I’m so 
excited about this resource is that I’ve seen firsthand what happens in students’ 
lives when they encounter this unique way of approaching the Bible.

During my first ten years of youth ministry, I tried everything I knew to help my 
students connect with the Bible. I started with preaching, but that sometimes 
felt more like force-feeding—like I was a momma bird chewing up the Bible into 
bite-sized pieces for my students, hoping they’d take its nourishment and not 
spit it back out! Mostly, I saw my preaching met with indifference. 

So I tried to get my students to engage the Bible for themselves using all kinds 
of study methods: inductive, topical, general survey, verse-by-verse, devotional, 
chapter analysis—you name it! But most of my students still showed little 
interest in the Bible and struggled to stay focused.

At first I dismissed this as a lack of initiative. Then one of my students told me: 
“Michael, I love to read, but when I try to read the Bible I feel like I’m trying to 
decode something. I’m not sure that this is the way I learn.” This opened my eyes. 

I realized that I was giving students only one way to approach the Bible—a way 
based solely on critical analysis. This seemed to lead us to dissect the Bible, 
extracting only single ideas from it. We needed an approach to the Bible that 
would engage us both critically and creatively.

Then one day I discovered something called Chronological Bible Storying at 
a workshop led by John Witte, a missionary to Africa. John led a group of us 
through a powerful experience of Bible storytelling and group dialogue. He 
never gave answers. Instead, he asked intentional questions and allowed the 
group’s observations to do the teaching. For three hours, I was riveted to stories 
from the Bible.
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The process was revolutionary to me. Not only was it the first time I saw the 
Bible as one big, interconnected story, but it was deeply experiential and 
theological at the same time. I had to try this with my youth group.

Before long, my students became captivated by the Bible narratives, eager 
to share their observations and wonderings. They were looking for God—in 
the Bible and in one another. I saw the story of the Bible begin to shape my 
students’ theology and identities. One of them even said, “I realized that God is 
the author of my life  .  .  .  and  is writing my story that I’m so excited to discover!”

Over the past decade, I’ve had the opportunity to lead hundreds of youth 
and adults through this imaginative approach, helping them (and myself) to 
experience the Bible in a fresh way. During these past years, I’ve also worked to 
refine and improve this approach and infuse it with proven experiential learning 
methods. 

My learning and practical experience have led to the creation of Echo the Story 
resources that guide groups to journey through the story of the Bible. My hope 
and prayer are that this resource will help your group imagine the Bible—and 
themselves—in a new way. 

  
Learning together, 

Michael Novelli,  author of Echo the Story
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The session scripts beginning on 
page 25 of this Leader Guide are your 
road map for leading Echo the Story. 
These scripts give you the language 
and prompts you’ll need to lead 
participants through each session.

SESSION 
OVERVIEW 

The fi rst page of each session script 
is an overview. For all of the sessions 
(except for the fi rst) the parts— 
REWIND, PREPARE, IMAGINE, 
CAPTURE, REMIX, and CONNECT—  
remain the same, but the lengths for 
these parts vary a bit. This overview 
also gives you a list of supplies, 
which remain the same for all of 
the sessions. 

USING THE 
SESSION SCRIPTS
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PART 1: 
REWIND
Start each session by playing 
“The Story So Far” video, located on 
the Echo the Story: A Bible Study for 
Catholic Teens DVD. In your session 
script, an image of “The Story So Far” 
video is in the sidebar to prompt you 
when to play the video.  

Each of “The Story So Far” videos 
begins with an interaction that 
invites participants to share about 
elements in that session’s story. 
This interaction is followed by a 
fast-paced animated video recap 
of previous stories. 

CUES in BOLD are not to be read 
aloud to the group, but provide leader 
actions for specifi c moments. 

Throughout the session scripts are 
sidebars with tips for leading well. 
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PART 2: 
PREPARE
Throughout the Leader Guide, 
snapshots of the Sketch Journal 
are provided so you can see what 
participants are currently looking at. 

For the PREPARE part of the session, 
you will ask participants to quickly 
draw their own version of the story 
symbol in their Sketch Journals. This 
activity helps to not only get their 
creativity fl owing, but also to embed 
the symbol in participants’ minds and 
turn their thoughts toward the Bible 
story in that session. 

PART 2: PART 2: 
PREPAREPREPARE

USING THE
SESSION SCRIPTSUSING THE
SESSION SCRIPTS
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Next, you’ll invite a participant to 
read aloud a scripted refl ection from 
the Sketch Journal to help your group 
slow down and focus on imagining 
the story. This page uses a creative 
metaphor to encourage participants 
to see the value of the Bible in a new 
way.  The hope is that this metaphor 
will build anticipation and interest for 
the Bible story you are about to tell. 

After a participant reads the 
scripted refl ection, leaders will help 
participants ready themselves for 
imaginative listening. A scripted 
segment is provided as a guide. It is 
essential that you take time to help 
prepare your group to concentrate on 
the story they are about to hear. 

In the Sketch Journals, an image 
is provided for each story, giving 
participants a focal point while they 
listen to the story being told.



USING THE
SESSION SCRIPTSUSING THE
SESSION SCRIPTS
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PART 3: 
IMAGINE
You’ll now tell the Bible story. 
Narrative scripts are provided in 
the Leader Guide. These narratives 
have been carefully stitched 
together from segments of the Bible, 
paraphrased with language smoothed 
over for readability. 

Storytellers should work to bring 
energy and emotion to the reading 
without drawing attention to 
themselves. Participants will be 
encouraged to close their eyes or 
focus on an image provided in their 
Sketch Journals—so they often won’t 
even be looking at the storyteller!

PART 3: PART 3: 
IMAGINEIMAGINE
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About the Narratives
These narratives were carefully 
stitched together from segments 
of the Bible, paraphrased with 
language smoothed over for 
readability. Then, a team of 
biblical scholars carefully 
reviewed these stories. 

In some places, historical context 
and word de� nitions have been 
inserted into the stories. 

As much as we tried to let the 
biblical texts speak for themselves, 
it’s impossible to not re� ect 
the editor’s perspectives in 
these stories.
 
We hope these narratives 
provide a helpful platform, not 
only for meaningful re� ection 
and dialogue, but also to spark 
curiosity to explore the rest of the 
story and renew interest in 
Bible reading.




