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Welcome

Welcome

Welcome to Discover! Finding Faith in Life. This exciting program is
designed to help children fully engage in the process of discovering
and growing in the richness of their Catholic faith, making deep faith
a central part of their everyday lives.

The lessons within are designed to foster a clear understanding of
the concepts presented through an active-learning approach. This
method brings lessons to life in a fun and memorable way through
experiential and interactive processes. Core principles of faith are
intfroduced in a manner that allows children to discover meaning and
develop understanding while being immersed in solid Catholic teach-
ing and in the prayers and practices that build Catholic identity.

The Catholic Children’s Bible is the core text of this program,
anchoring the key concepts of each chapter to important Scripture
passages. This serves to promote biblical literacy and an in-depth
familiarity with and knowledge of key Scripture stories throughout the
Old and New Testaments, including their meaning for us today.

Discover! Finding Faith in Life is a program like no other. We are
confident that by using this program, you will experience faith com-
ing to life for children in a truly exciting way. May we all continue
to discover more deeply the riches of our Catholic faith and so help
others find the saving message of the Good News at the center of
their lives.

With hopes and prayers for every blessing,

The Publishing Team at Saint Mary’s Press




Program Highlights

Program Highlights

The Bible Is the Primary Text

Discover! Finding Faith in Life immerses the children in Scripture by anchoring each chapter
to a particular Scripture story. The children use The Catholic Children’s Bible for each chap-
ter in each grade, and the Bible is the core text of this program. This unique feature pro-
motes biblical literacy and in-depth familiarity with and knowledge of key Scripture stories
throughout the Old and New Testaments.

Based on Principles of Engaged, Active Learning

The lessons are designed to foster a deep understanding of the concepts presented through
an active-learning approach. Experiential and interactive processes create energy and
excitement for both the teacher and the children, and activities and activity options through-
out the program help teachers build a meaningful lesson in a creative and engaging way.

Child-Centered Design

Information and activities are presented using the language and experiences of the child

to create an environment for real, engaged learning. The program relays core information
through activities and discussions that will make sense to the learners in their everyday lives,
thus conveying deep meaning and touching their hearts and minds in a significant way.

Rooted in a “Discover” Approach

The name of this program speaks to an energy and excitement that are infused in the learn-
ing process designed for this guide. The content helps the children make connections with
previous experiences and knowledge and invites them to deepen both as they discover
new concepts and practices in the Catholic tradition. Core concepts are structured in such
a way that the children can discover meaning for themselves while being immersed in solid
Catholic teaching and exposed to the prayers and practices that build Catholic identity.

Clear and Practical Structure

Each grade level is structured in the same manner: four units with five chapters in each unit.
In addition to the twenty core chapters, there are eight liturgical season lessons, which can
be incorporated into the flow of the catechetical year according to each particular pro-
gram’s schedule and needs.



Program Highlights

Each grade level has a generalized area of focus (Grade 1: God; Grade 2: Jesus;
Grade 3: Church; Grade 4: Covenant; Grade 5: Sacraments), while at the same time
spiraling core concepts and foundational understandings throughout each grade level
to introduce and deepen meaning for the children at age-appropriate levels.

Of the five chapters in each unit, four of them focus on the four pillars of the Catechism.
A fifth chapter introduces a foundational concept related to one of the seven Catholic
social teaching principles.

The unit structure for all grades is as follows:

First chapter Believe (First Catechism pillar)

Second chapter | Celebrate (Second Catechism pillar)

Third chapter Live (Third Catechism pillar)

Live: Catholic Social Teaching

Fourth chapter (Third Catechism pillar / Catholic social teaching)

Fifth chapter Pray (Fourth Catechism pillar)

Family Support

This program is designed to extend beyond the classroom and into the home. Each activity
booklet across the program includes a family page that helps families follow along with
the Scripture story and the core concepts presented in the current lesson.* In addition, this
program offers home guides for catechetical programs in which parents or guardians are
responsible for a portion of the direct teaching of content. These easy-to-use guides are
structured to ensure success in relaying key concepts of faith.

*Spanish versions of all family pages are available online at www.smp.org/discover_grade2.



10 Program Components

Program Components

The Catholic Children’s Bible
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Understanding the Components

Understanding the Components

Catechist Guide

The Lesson at a Glance
page provides key information
for lesson preparation.

Scripture Focus
identifies the Bible

passage used for

the lesson.

Lesson Goals
shows the key
desired outcomes N\
of the chapter.

Catechism
Pillar identifies
the pillar of

the Catechism
focused on in
the lesson.

Catechism

References

provide back-

ground support

for the teacher.
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Lesson at a Glance

...............................

Scripture Focus
Genesis 1:26-31

Lesson Goals

* to state that God created human
beings

* to explain that God created us to
love and to be loved

¢ to describe God as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit

Catechism Pillar

Believe

Cafechism References

27, 221, 234, 279-280, 282,
288-289

Key Words

created, descendants, Holy Trinity,
unique

..................................

sesssnens sessssns D

Background Reflection

The Scripture passage for this chapter reminds us that we come from God. It also re-
minds us that we are created fo reflect the love and goodness of God in the world.
Because of God's great love, he gave us life and the specicx| task of caring for his giﬁ
of creation. He also gave us the special task of loving all people, even those who are

different from us in some way.

As we learn about God, we encounter one of the greatest mysteries of our faith: the
Holy Trinity. God is Three Persons in one God. Each Person is equally God, yet each

....................................

....................................

Two Music
Suggestions
are offered for
possible use
with the lesson.

.......................

is a unique and loving Person: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Each human being made in God's image is unique too. Enjoy getting to know
children’s unique talents and characteristics as you share with them your own ¢

i1 Music Suggestions : I
it e "Il Were a Butterfly,” by Brian :
F Howard (Mission Hills Music) :
. * “Awesome God,” by Cedarmont
: Kids (Cedarmont Music) .
] Materials
: i Materials Needed < Needed lists all
E  The Catholic Ch/!d(en‘s Bible and items that will be
E the chapter 1 activity booklet .
. . ® an item or DbiECt \/OU hGVe made Used In The |esson'
: * masking tape and/or nine pieces ; r
: of paper :
: * index cards marked with large Xs
. or Os, yarn
: * a board or poster fo write on
4 * materials for any of the additional
: activities you choose
Key Words identifies the
terms that are introduced
in the lesson.
Background

Reflection offers
quick, easy-to-read
insights about

the theme of the

chapter.
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The Discover! part
of the lesson presents
key content through
an engaging learning
activity and a core

46 Unit 1: God's Love Calls Us Together

teaching section.

) Discover! (25 minutes)

v

The Get Ready! part of the lesson
begins with an opening prayer and
an activity that will spark interest
and create excitement in the children.

Core Learning Activity
God Made Each Person Unique

Prepare a large tic-tac-toe grid on the floor in advance. This can be done by
creating a 3-by-3 grid with masking tape or by taping down nine pieces of
paper in a grid form.

Prepare index cards by marking half with Xs and half with Os. String them
with yamn so they can be hung around the children's necks.

Divide the group into two teams. Give each member of the first team an
index card with @ large "X." Give each member of the second team an index
card with a large "0."

Introduce the activity by telling the children that we are going to get to know

each child to tell the group his or her name and something he or she like to

\ each other. Explain that you will go down each line, child by child, asking

44 Unit 1: God's Love Calls Us Together

Get Ready! (10 minutes) |

Opening Prayer

* Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 1 activity booklet.

* Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Lat us remeamber that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

* Read the prayer on page 1 of the aclivity booklet to the group. Invite all
the children to say “Amen,” and close with ancther Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

Begin by showing the group something that you have made. It might be
something drawn, sewn, baked, etc. Share why this is special and important
fo you.

Ask the children to share some things that they have made. Write a list of
their responses on the board. Ask the following questions as volunteers offer
their responses:

» How did you feel about your item when you made it?
» Did you do anything special with it ence you made 2
» How would you choose someone 1o take care of what you made? Why?

.

Tell the group that today they are going to read in the Bible about something
very special and important that God has made. Explain that they will also
leamn that when God makes something, it is always precious to him.

ing. Encourage the group to listen in order o remember
n about the other children.

and faverite activities or talents on a piece of
see so you can use this to test the children.
you will now call out the name of a child. The first
O line should raise her or his hand and call out the
named mentioned. The rest of the team can help
but they should whisper so that the other team

Ut the activity is correct, she or he can move to one
d. If the person is not correct, she or he goes to
ind the children the goal of the game is 1o fill three
intally, or diagonally. The first team to do this will

he until one team gets a fictactoe and eamns one
En on the grid to go to the back of their lines. Play
allows, and add up the total number of paints at the

ich person is God's creation and share the following

Eh of us, he created us with gifts and talents that

. This means we are each special and different.

B in the world is different, we are all special to Ged,
bf us. Being special and different is something we

Dive In! (15 minutes)

Scripture Focus

* Explain to the group that the word genesis means creation or beg ™
first book of the Bible is named Genesis because it is the story of the be
ning of the world.

* Invite the children to find Genesis 1:1-2:3 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
[pages 21 and 24). Point out the green leaf at the beginning of the passagd
on page 21 and at the end of the passage on page 24.

* Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 22. Explain that the
green leaves on this page mark that this is a shortened version of the same
Seripture passage found on the previous pages.

* Inwvite the children to look at the artwork on pages 22 and 23 and to

. Th

—

The Dive In! part of the
lesson invites the children
to interact directly with
The Catholic Children’s
Bible and learn important
concepts through key
Bible stories.

describe what they see.




Understanding the Components

Additional Activity
Options is a reminder
that each lesson offers
three alternative possibil-
ities for the core learning
activity.

The Core Teaching
part of the lesson
relays key information
that supports the lesson
goals.

Ged Created Us

* Ask the children the following questions:

» How did the game help you understand that God made everyone special : N :

and unique? (Everyone had different interests and talents.) g-

» Why do you think Ged loves all people? (Because he made each persen g

unique. He loves each person and each person is precious to him.) i 1] ;

* Ask the children to repeat after you, *| am special and different. | am Pt

uniquel” e
Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on page 49 in its place.

Core Teaching

* Explain o the children that God made all of ereation, including people. Tell
them that God has given us the special task of loving and respecting all peo-
ple, the ones we know and the ones we don't know.

Remind the children that we use the term Holy Trinity to describe God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We remember the Holy Trinity
each time we pray the Sign of the Cross.

Remind the children that there are three Persons in God: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. God the Father created us out of love and is with us all
the time. Jesus was sent fo us by God the Father to show us how much the
Father loves us and to teach us about God's great love. The Holy Spirit was
sent from God to be with us all the time, to remind us that Ged loves us, and
to help us love God in return.

47

The We Know and
Live Our Faith resource

provides additional content
that can be used to support

the lesson.

The Go! part of the
lesson invites the
children to recall
everything they have
learned and ends
with a closing prayer.

Unit 1: God's Love Calls Us Together

We
Know

Live
Our Faith

We Know and Live Our Faifh

The following articles and activities in the We Know and Live Our Faith
resource correspond o concepts introduced in this lesson:

* “God Made the World," page &

* "God Made You" + aclivity, pages 7-8

* "God Wants You to Know Him and Love Him,” page 9

* “Three Persons in One God” + aclivity, pages 10-11

Read the selections aloud, or invite a velunteer to read, as fime allows. Check

for undersfanding by csking several questions. Then invite the children to begin
an aclivity, or have them complete the activities with their families ot home.

(%) Go! (10 minvtes)

Lesson Wrap-Up
* Inwite the children io think back over dll the different things they did in this
lesson, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.
* Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.
* Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:
o God created human beings.
o God created peop|e to love and be loved.
© God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
* Invite the children to locate the turtle on the lower left of page 22 in The
Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage them to find the image of the turtle on
their folders. It can be found in five different places.

Closing Prayer

* Begin the prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by a
few seconds of silence.

* Invite the children to find the prayer in the Live Il on page 23 of the Bible.
Follow the prayer pattern praising God but, rather than naming elements of
the Earth, remind the group that they are all created by God. Name each
child, and ask the group to say the response after each person’s name. At
the words “glory to you, God,” invite the children to raise their arms in a sign
of praise.

* Close with a final Sign of the Cross.

13
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The Additional Activities
are alternative options for
the core learning activity.
They may also be used to
extend or supplement the
lesson as needed.

Materials
Needed

* blank paper
* crayons

Materials
Needed

large sheets of
drawing paper
crayons, markers,
or colored pencils

scissors, one for
each child

a large piece of
poster board

Materials
Needed

* The Catholic
Children’s Bible
a computer with
internet access

a computer
projector
blank paper

:r\:lyons or

m urke rs
paperclips or
clothespins

a length of rope
or clothesline

/ Ged Created Us

{ Additional Activities }

A Holy Trinify Tree (15 minutes)

Give each child a sheet of blank paper and erayons.

Show the children how to draw a |urge tree trunk with three |urge branches.

On the trunk write the words “Holy Trinity.”

On each branch write the name of one of the persons in the Trinity: "God the
Father,” “God the Son,” "God the Hely Spirit.”

Have the children draw leaves on the tree branches, being careful not to
cover the writing.

We Are Wonderfully Made (15 minutes)

* Distribute a large sheet of drawing paper; crayons, markers, or colored
pencils; and a pair of scissors to each child.

* Invite the children to trace their hand and part of their arm, almost to the

elbow. They might want to help each other with the tracing.

Encourage the children to write their names on the hand/arm and what is

“wonderful” about them: their talents, abilities, likes, efc. They can then color

their hand/arm and cut it out.

Prepare a large poster board by writing “We Are Wonderfully Made” on

top. Help the children tape or glue their drawings onto this poster board.

Display the poster where all can see it.

God Made Everything (15 minutes)

Read aloud the Genesis account of Creation (Genesis 1:1-31).

* Show the video "How God Made Everything [MUSIC VIDEC]” [YouTube,
5:38). Invite the children to sing along with the chorus.

Distribute blank paper and erayons or markers, and invite the children o
draw something from creation that they love.

Help the children display their drawings by using paperclips or clothespins
te attach them to a length of rope or clothesline.

Ask each child to name what they drew, and invite the group to respond with
the prayer: “Thank you, God, for making [name the item from creation].”

49
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Activity Booklets

sintmaryspes

NG ce‘ebra‘e Each activity booklet
begins with a Prayer
Baplism

that is used as the
opening prayer for
the lesson.

3-17

Matthew 3:1

Prayer

& new
e us the gift o
God our Father, ?::'gd Baptism. Thonk you

s want us 1o be
o, ourselves,

Help us love ¥
1l our lives. Amen.

your children.
ond others @

Use the Featured Story on page 1452 of The Catholic
Children’s Bible (Matthew 3:13-17] to find the answers.

Write the answers in the squares.

Unscramble the word ot the end of the sentence, and
write the letters in their correct order on the lines.

baptize  Jordan dove pleased
1. A sacrament is a meeting with

obey water Son —
" |l 5 ‘ | ‘ | USJSE
2. The Sacrament of
3 1 Down makes us children of God. AMTBPSI
‘ | ‘ | 2. Jesus wanted to
his heavenly Father. .
\ 4. Avoin hom Heaven 3. The Sacrament of Baptism makes us
|5 ‘ | ‘ said, “l am
Across followers of Christ. CSIHRTSNIA
3 1. John was boptized in the
‘ | river called the . 4. The holy water of Bapfism gives us God's
3. Jesus asked John to
him.
= 5. John baptized Jesus with S ——
‘ | ‘ 6. A voice from Heaven 5. In Baptism, our are forgiven. NSIS

said, “This is my own dear

The Holy Spirit come 6. In Baptism, we become members of the
down from Heaven like a

™

HUCRHC

Page 2 (on left) features an activity Page 3 (on right) features an activity that relates to
that relates to content introduced the core teaching content for the chapter. This page
in the Bible. is a prayer in the liturgical season lessons.

15
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The Family Page provides

families with helpful information
about the chapter and ideas to
bring the lesson to life at home.

People of Faith
introduces the
children to saints
and other holy
people who are
models of faith.

Background Reflection

We are drawn fo, afiracted by, and even fascinated with
water. Whether it is a gurgling stream, a placid lake, or a
mighty ocean, we want to be near it and even in it. Water
also fulfills a physical human need that ensures our very
survival. Simply put, water gives life.

Just as water gives us physical life, the waters of Baptism
give us spiritual life and eternal life. The waters of Baptism
invite us info community with God through his Son, Jesus
Christ and with one another as the people called by God
to bring his love into the world. This community is the
Church. Just as water cleanses dirt from our bodies, the
blessed waters of Baptism cleanse us from sin and bring
us God's forgiveness.

"Come, everyone who is thirsty—here is waterl”
proclaims the prophet Isaiah (55:1). This is the message
of this lesson. Come to the Sacrament of Baptism. Explore
the depths of our human need for water, for life, for God.

People of Faith

Saint John the Baptist (first century)

Saint John was Jesus’ cousin. He prepared the way for Jesus.
He told people to change their hearts and turn away from sin.
John baptized Jesus and heard God the Father say that Jesus
is his beloved Son. We celebrate the birthday of Saint John
the Baptist on June 24.

Prayer

The seriptwal quolalisns on poge 2 are from the Good News Transkation® (Today's English Version, Second Edition].
Copyright © 1992 by the American Bible Socisty. All rights reserved. Bible bexd from the Good News Translation is net fo
be reproduced in copies or atherwise by any means excepl as permatted in wriling by the American Bible Society, 1865
Broadway, Mew York, NY 10023 fwww.americanbible org].

Family Activities

* Show your child items from his or her baptismal day.
These might include pictures, white clothing, and the
baptismal candle. Share your memories of that special
day. Mark the date of your child’s Baptism on the
family calendar. Make plans to celebrate this day of
beginning new life with God in the Catholic Church.

s Watch the video “Catholic Baby Baptism” (YouTube,
9:17) together. Begin at the 3:30 point to show the
enfire Baptism. Point out the anointing with oil, the
pouring of water, the white garment, and the baptismal
candle. Allow the video to bring back memories of your
child’s Baptism, and share those memories aloud.

¢ Read together the Featured Story on pages 1452-1453
in The Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 3:13-17).
Invite your child to tell you what she or he remembers
about the meaning of this Scripture passage.

Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning
and ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Dear God, thank you for the gift of this child who is such @
blessing to our family. Guide and bless every day as
she or he learns more and more about our Catholic faith. Help
us always to remember that we are your children and you are
our loving Father. Amen.
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We Know and Live Our Faith

This resource provides an additional
opportunity for the children to learn
about their faith. It can be used as
part of the session or at home with
the family.

On the line below each drawing, write the name of the Person
of the Hely Trinity whom the child is honcring with the Sign of
the Cross. The last picture shows the end of the prayer, when

- i
Three Persons in One God H we say, “Amen.” This word means “Yes! So be it."

As we grow, we will come to understand more and
more about God. But some of the truths about God we
call "mysteries of faith.” We know them to be true, but
they can be difficult for us to understand. The biggest
and most important mystery of faith is that God is one
in three Persons. This is called the mystery of the Holy
Trinity. We know that there is only one God. We learn
this from the Bible (see Deuteronomy é:4). But God has ] !
also shown himself to be three Persons—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
God the Father is the First Person of the Holy Trinity.
God the Son, Jesus, is the Second Person of the Holy

In the name of the and of the

Trinity. God the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the
Holy Trinity. Each Person of the Holy Trinity is God. Each
Person of the Holy Trinity is equal.

The three Persons are one God. They work together
in every way. But each Person of the Trinity has his own
special work. God the Father is the Father of the Trinity.
Geod the Son is Jesus, the only Person of the Trinity who
is both Ged and man. God the Holy Spirit is the Person
of the Trinity who is given to us as God's gift of love and
courage.

When we make the Sign of the Cross, we honor God
by praying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.” In this way, we proclaim that we
believe in the three Persons in one God.
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Special Feature for Grade 2

This folder
belongs fo:

At the end of each of the twenty
core chapters, the children will be
given a specific image to look for on
their folders. It will be hidden among
many other images, so they will have
to look carefully!

This folder
pelongs to:



Key Elements of the Program

Key Elements
of the Program

Catechist Guide

Each lesson follows the same overall structure and timing. It will be important to assess the
time frames according to your unique group makeup and time parameters. Some activities
may take longer for some groups than others. Reading through each lesson prior to the
session will guide you in making necessary adjustments to ensure success in your particular
setting. The 60-minute timing structure is presented as follows:

Opening Prayer
Engage Activity

Core Learning Activity
Core Teaching

Lesson Wrap-Up
Closing Prayer

Get Ready!

This first part of the lesson starts with an opening prayer and an engage activity that lays
the foundation for the lesson by accessing the children’s prior knowledge and experience.
This engages the children by providing them with an early opportunity for success by
prompting discussion and activity around concepts they are familiar with and then connect-
ing those concepts with content they will be learning in the lesson.
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Dive In!

This part of the lesson immerses the children in the Bible through a key Scripture passage.
This part always focuses on helping the children to understand the Scripture story and
involves processing the content presented in the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! features

of The Catholic Children’s Bible.

Discover!

This part of the lesson involves a core learning activity (a craft in the liturgical season
lessons) that brings to life one of the themes of the lesson in an interactive way. Frequently,
this involves an out-of-the-seat activity that creates energy and excitement while helping
the children further explore a concept related to the lesson. The core teaching part of the
lesson is presented after this learning activity, giving you essential catechetical information
to share and questions to ask to assess comprehension.

Go!

This part of the lesson wraps up the session with a final check and recall of the core lesson
goals. The children close with one additional fun activity (in the twenty core lessons) that
rewards them for completing the lesson and builds excitement for the lessons to come.

The session then ends with a closing prayer.

Activity Booklets

A fun and colorful activity booklet accompanies each chapter. The activities provided in
these booklets may be used in the group lesson or may be completed at home with the
family, depending on time parameters. Each booklet includes the opening prayer used for
each lesson, two activity pages that support the learning of the chapter, and a family page
that offers families background information on the chapter topic, suggested activities, and
a family prayer. Note: In the liturgical season lessons, the activity on page 3 is replaced
with a prayer service that can be used at the end of the lesson.

We Know and Live Our Faith

This resource, a supplemental piece that follows the pillars of the Catechism, is filled with
articles that present additional doctrinal content to expand the core concepts covered in
the program. Directions in the catechist guide pinpoint which articles from this resource
relate to which chapters in the program. Some articles may be referred to multiple times,
as they may relate to several chapters. Other content in this resource may not be referred
to directly in lessons, as it may introduce concepts that are not focused on in the core
program. The We Know and Live Our Faith resource can be used either directly in class
as time allows or as a family-centered piece that deepens family understanding through
reading and discussing faith content together.
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Special Feature for Grade 2

In this grade, each lesson of the twenty core chapters ends with a fun search activity. The
children will be given a specific image to look for on their folders that relates to the chap-
ter. It will be hidden among many other images and may occur several times, so they will
have to look carefully to discover it. These images may be located on the front, back, and
inside flaps of the folders.

Music Suggestions

Music can add another wonderful dimension to this program. Each chapter includes two
song suggestions that correspond to the chapter theme. These songs can be purchased
and downloaded individually online. For a complete list of all the songs for the program,
please see the Discover! Finding Faith in Life resources at www.smp.org/discover_grade?2.
Of course, you may also wish to add your own favorite hymns or songs, such as those
popular in your parish community.

Videos

Options for activities that incorporate fun and engaging videos are provided throughout
the program. If you have access to the necessary technology, you can use this additional
media to further enliven learning. The video suggestions are also included on the family
page in the children’s activity booklets, so even if you do not use them within the formal
learning environment, the children can enjoy them at home with their families. Quick links
to the video resources that are referenced throughout this program are available as part of
the online resources for this program, found at www.smp.org/discover_grade?2.

Handouts

Some chapters include additional handouts for the lesson. These handouts can be ac-
cessed three different ways:

1. They can be found at the end of the chapter in the catechist guide.

2. They can be accessed as part of the online teaching resources for this grade at
www.smp.org/discover_grade2.

3. They can be accessed individually at www.smp.org. Click on “Resource Center,”
and then type the document number (such as TX006169) into the search bar.
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Grade 2
Scope and Sequence

Unit 1: God’s Love Calls Us Together
Chapter 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
Numl?er God Created Us We Celebrate We Belong We Celebrate We Pray Together
and Title Baptism to the Church and Care for All
Creation
Catechism Believe Celebrate Live Live: Pray
Pillar Catholic Social
Teaching
Catechism 27 535-537 777 2402 1156
References 221 694 790-791 2456-2457 1191
234 1131 792-796 2639
279-280 1210-1216 947 2649
282 1224
288-289
Lesson | ® tostate that God | to identify e to identify why to state that the * to explain that
Goals created human sacraments as the Church is entire universe and praise is a form
beings meetings with also called the all creatures praise of prayer
to explain that Jesus Body of Christ God by their very to name some of
God created us to state that the to indicate that existence the reasons that
to love and to be Sacrament of each member of to explain that God deserves
loved Baptism makes the Church has God loves every- our praise
to describe God us children different gifts thing he has to identify that
as Father, Son, of God and to state that each made, so we we praise God
and Holy Spirit Christians one of us is need- should tgke together as a
to explain that ed in the Church care of it Church through
in Baptism, our to affirm that in music and song
sins are forgiven, caring for the
and we are environment, we
promised are caring for
eternal life ourselves and
our earthly home
Scripture Genesis 1:26-31 Matthew 3:13-17 1 Corinthians Psalm 148:3-13 Psalm 150:1-6
(. 22) (p. 1452) 12:14-18, 27 (pp. 956-957) (p. 958)
(p- 1808)
Key created lighting Body of Christ psalm Temple
Words* descendants sin praise supreme
Holy Trinity Christian prays lyre
unique sacraments Liturgy of the Hours
Sacrament of Baptism
People Saint Kateri Saint John Saint Joseph Pope Saint Paul VI Saint David
of Faith Tekakwitha the Baptist the King

* ltalicized key words indicate terms intfroduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Unit 2: Jesus Shows Us God’s Love

Chapter 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
Numl?er Jesus Welcomes We Celebrate | Conscience Is a Gift| We Are Called We Ask for
and Title Everyone Reconciliation of God’s Love to Kindness Forgiveness
Catechism Believe Celebrate Live Live: Pray
Pillar Catholic Social
Teaching
Catechism 541-544 1440-1470 1776-1778 1822-1829 1451-1454
References 699 1849-1864 1783-1785 1469
2056 2616
2058 2631
2064-2068
Lesson | ® to state that Jesus to state that * to identify that the | ® to state that our * to state that God
Goals shows us God’s we can ask for Ten Command- kindness to others will always love
love for us God's forgiveness ments are God's shows God's love us and forgive us
to identify that at any time loving rules to e to indicate that to explain that we
Jesus loves to explain that keep us safe Jesus gave us an can use reason,
and welcomes we celebrate and happy example of love free will, and
everyone, the forgiveness * to summarize and kindness to conscience fo
including of our sins in the that the Ten follow live in right
children Sacrament of Commandments e to discuss that relationship
to explain that Reconciliation teach us right love and kindness with God
the Kingdom of to state that and wrong can heal hurts to name that
Heaven belongs the Sacrament ¢ to explain that we can ask God
to those with a of Reconciliation when we follow for forgiveness in
childlike faith brings us peace our conscience, our prayers
and joy we are doing
what is right and
avoiding what is
wrong
Scripture Matthew 19:13-15 Psalm 51:4, 7-10 Exodus 20:2-3, Ephesians 4:1-6 Luke 15:11, 20-24
(b. 1496) (p. 878) 6-8, 12-17 (p. 1846) (p. 1620)
(p. 132)
Key childlike consider worship humble pity
Words* childish loyal generation tolerant prize
venial sin accuse preserve free will
mortal sin Ten Commandments unity reason
reconciliation conscience dignity contrition
People Saint John Baptist Saint Dismas Moses the Patriarch | Saint Mother Teresa Saint Augustine
of Faith de La Salle the Good Thief of Kolkata (Calcutta) | and Saint Monica

* ltalicized key words indicate terms introduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Unit 3: We Meet Jesus in the Eucharist
Chapter 1. 12 13. 14. 15.
N‘:’m_rl??r Jesus Gives Us We Celebrate We Grow Strong We Share Love We Pray
RECIEE Himself the Eucharist in Christ’s Love with Our the Lord’s Prayer
Community
Catechism Believe Celebrate Live Live: Pray
Pillar Catholic Social
Teaching
Catechism 1322-1419 1135-1162 1134 791 2759-2865
References 1391 1394 1396
1408 1694 1407
1416
Lesson |® to explain that to recall that the | @ to identify that to state that the e to review the
Goals Jesus gave us his Eucharist nourish- Jesus lives in our Eucharist brings meaning of
Body and Blood es our souls and hearts through us together as a prayer as talking
at the Last Supper brings us closer the Eucharist community of faith and listening
* to articulate that to God * to state that we to identify that fo God
in every Mass to explain that are strengthened members of the * to state that
Jesus gives himself | Jesus feeds and grow in community help Jesus taught the
to us as he did at people all over Christ's love by us grow in faith Lord’s Prayer to
the Last Supper the world with receiving the and hear God’s his followers
e to state that the Eucharist Eucharist voice * to explain the
ordinary bread at Mass ® to name that to state that basic meaning
and wine are to name the four one way we we must help of each part
changed into different parts of grow in faith and all members of of the Lord’s
the Body and the Mass love is through our community, Prayer
Blood of Christ practicing virtue especially the
at every Mass youngest and
the oldest
Scripture Mark 14:22-24 John 6:8-11 Ephesians 3:14-19 1 Samuel 3:8-10 Matthew 6:9-13
(p. 1560) (p. 1666) (p. 1844) (. 372) (p. 1460)
Key disciple disciple virtue Israelites will
Words* covenant barley Evil One
Eucharist distributed
Holy Communion
consecration
People Saint Cyril Saint Juliana Saint Alphonsus Saints Joachim Saint Matthew
of Faith of Jerusalem of Liege Liguori and Anne the Evangelist

* ltalicized key words indicate terms introduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Unit 4: We Follow Jesus

Chapter 16. 17. 18. 19. 20.
Nt:imTl??r Jesus Died and We Are We Are Disciples We Love Those Praying
e L Rose for Us Strengthened in Need with Mary
in Confirmation
Catechism Believe Celebrate Live Live: Pray
Pillar Catholic Social
Teaching
Catechism 638-658 731-741 849-856 786 965
References 767 905 2447 967-969
1285—1321 2044-2046 973-975
2623 2471-2472
Lesson | ® fo state that Jesus | ® to explain the event | ® to identify the to indicate that * to identify that
Goals died and rose of Pentecost as the work that the Jesus is a king prayer can help
for us time when the Holy early disciples did who identifies us be open to
e o recall that Spirit came upon e to state that we with the least God's plan
we each have the disciples bring others to important people | o 15 state that
a personal * to recall that Jesus by learning to explain that Mary is an
relationship the Holy Spirit about him, talking we should serve example of
with Jesus strengthens us in about him, and those in need as complete trust
* to identify that the Sacrament of living the way followers of Jesus in God
Jesus is with us Confirmation he taught to state that * to recall that we
in good times * to identify that we | ® to explain that people often can always call
and bad are called to be Jesus promised have needs that on Mary to help
disciples and tell to be with us cannot be seen us trust in God
others about Jesus and help us live
as his disciples
Scripture Mark 16:1-6 Acts 2:1-6 Matthew 28:16-20 Matthew 25:34, Luke 1:30-33, 38
(p. 1568 (p. 1714) (p. 1520) 37-40 (p. 1574)
(p- 1510)
Key anoint Pentecost disciple righteous gracious
Words* tomb tongues of fire doubted Works of Mercy ancestor
alarmed Holy Spirit authority descendants
Resurrection Sacrament of
Alleluia Confirmation
People Saint Teresa Saint Arnold Janssen | Father James Walsh, Saint Benedict Our Lady
of Faith of Avila and Others Father Thomas Price, Joseph Labré of the Rosary

and Mother Mary
Joseph Rogers

* ltalicized key words indicate terms introduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Lli'urglcal Season Lessons
Llsturglcql All Saints’ Day Advent Christmas Lent
eason
Chapter Celebrating Welcoming Celebrating Preparing
Title the Saints Jesus the Birth of Jesus for Easter
Catechism 946-948 484-495 456-460 1094-1095
References 954-962 522-524 1217-1220
1023-1029 721-726 1438
Lesson | *® to identify that to identify the to identify that * to state that Lent
Goals holiness is happiness Angel Gabriel as Christmas is the is a season of
according to the a messenger from season when we preparation for
teachings of Jesus God to Mary celebrate the birth Easter
to state that on to explain that Mary of Jesus * to explain that
All Saints” Day agreed to become to explain that Jesus during Lent we
we celebrate all the mother of God's was born in poor remember that we
the holy people in Son, Jesus circumstances went through the
Heaven, even the to state that we to compare the waters of Baptism
ones that the can prepare for poverty of Jesus and were saved
Ch.ur.ch has not Christmas during with the poverty by God
officially canonized Advent by saying of people in need * to state that in
to state that our "yes” to God today Lent we recall that
goal in life is to Jesus saves us
follow Jesus and to through his death
become saints, that and Resurrection
is, holy people who
love God, ourselves,
and others
Scripture Matthew 5:6-9 Luke 1:30-33, 38 Luke 2:1-7 Genesis 7:1-5
(p. 1456) (p- 1574) (p. 1576) (p- 34)
Key merciful gracious manger unclean animal
Words* pure in heart ancestor poverty reproduce
Beatitudes descendants Passion
canonized Resurrection
Communion of Saints Holy Week
penance
People All Saints Our Lady Saint Joseph Saint Brigid
of Faith of Guadalupe of Ireland

* ltalicized key words indicate terms introduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Liturgical Season Lessons

Liirgical Easter Pentecost Ordinary Time Mary
Season
Chapter Jesus Is Risen! Come, Learning Mary Is
Title Holy Spirit about Jesus Our Mother
Catechism 638-658 731-747 543-550 487-511
References 797-801 2840-2845 721-726
1335
1613
2617-2622
Lesson | to state that during to state that the * to identify Ordinary | ® to name the role of
Goals the Easter season feast of Pentecost Time as the time of Mary as our helper
we celebrate the celebrates the year when we learn and intercessor
Resurrection of Jesus coming of the Holy more about the life to state that Jesus
from the dead Spirit upon Mary of Jesus and his performed the
to explain that Jesus’ and the disciples teachings miracle of turning
friend Mary Magda- to identify that to identify that water into wine at
lene was filled with the Holy Spirit forgiveness is one the request of his
joy when she recog- helps the Church of the most important mother, Mary
nized that Jesus was to spread the teachings of Jesus to identify that we
resurrected Good News of Jesus to state that Jesus honor Mary with
to identify that we to explain that the expects us to forgive various titles
too are friends of Holy Spirit was an endless amount
Jesus who celebrate given to us at our of times
his Resurrection Baptism and will
strengthen us in
Confirmation
Scripture John 20:11-14, 16 Acts 2:1-6 Matthew 18:21-22 John 2:1-11
(p. 1702) (p. 1714) (p. 1492) (pp. 1650-1651)
Key tomb Pentecost boundaries devotions
Words* Llord tongues of fire infercede
grieving Holy Spirit immaculate
People Saint Mary Saint Peter Saint Jane Frances Our Lady
of Faith Magdalene de Chantal of Lourdes

* ltalicized key words indicate terms introduced and defined in The Catholic Children’s Bible.
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Characteristics of Second Graders

Second graders are lively, yet more grown-up and serious compared to the less confident
first graders they were just a year ago. Now that second graders have had a couple years
of elementary school experience, they are more settled and comfortable in their learning
environment. The seven- to eight-year-old typically appreciates the order and structure of a
classroom or catechetical setting. Thus, your being organized and well-prepared will help
your second graders to feel relaxed, content, and ready to learn.

Physical Characteristics

Most second graders have good hand-eye coordination and, therefore, are fairly adept
at writing, painting, drawing, cutting, and pasting. Because they are still growing rapidly,
they may be somewhat awkward at some of these tasks. However, in general they have
good large- and small-muscle motor skills.

Intellectual Characteristics

Second graders are concrete thinkers, but they do have some analytical skills and can
organize their thoughts. For example, they can make comparisons and think reflectively.
Yet most of their thinking is concrete and focuses on the physical things that they can see
or imagine. They might have trouble imagining something with which they are unfamiliar
(see Grade-by-Grade Learning at pbs.org). For example, they may have trouble imagining
a desert if they have never seen one. So if knowing what a desert is like is an important
part of a lesson, you may need to show them a picture or a video clip of a desert.

Furthermore, second graders have the ability to distinguish between right and wrong,
although they will not always understand the consequences of their actions. They do,
however, like to please adults.

Social-Emotional Characteristics

The second-grade child is developing a sense of self. Interaction with classmates helps the
child, but there are times when a second grader may want to be alone. And friendships
can change quickly in second grade. At the same time, the seven- or eight-year-old child
likes to play and work with friends. For this reason, second graders do best working with
a partner or in a small group. Also, this is the period when the division of sexes begins,
meaning that children prefer to play or work with others of the same sex. Given that there
is a heightened interest in friendships at this age, it is a good time to talk about Jesus

as friend.
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Summary

These are all general characteristics of second graders. Although these characteristics
might not describe every child, an awareness of these qualities will help you plan develop-
mentally appropriate learning activities for your group. The more you learn about the spec-
trum of child development, the more you will understand where the children you teach have
“come from” and where they are headed in their next phase of development. Each child
develops at his or her own pace, and it is likely an uneven pace at that! One child may

be far ahead intellectually but a little behind socially. Another child’s social development
may be right on target, but he or she may face challenges in thinking skills. The activities in
this guide are varied so that you are sure to find some to meet almost every child’s need to
grow intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually.

One way to give every child a chance to grow and develop in your classroom, even if

a group meets only once a week, is to give each child a job. Line leader, paper passer,
prayer leader, movement leader, Bible carrier—whatever small job is available should be
assigned for one session (or one week) and then reassigned for the next one. Keep a run-
ning list of assignments so that each child gets a turn at doing each job. Write the assign-
ments for each session on the board. All elementary-age children love to help and enjoy
feeling appreciated, and you will be rewarded with a smooth-running group of proud and
happy children.
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Biblical Literacy and
the Teaching of Scripture

As a teacher or catechist of Catholic children, you know the power that Scripture has to
touch children’s hearts and inspire their moral and spiritual lives. To remind us to draw on
this power in catechesis, the Church’s teaching documents always call us to make the Bible
an integral part of our ministry.

Catechesis [faith education] should take Sacred Scripture as its inspiration, its
fundamental curriculum, and its end because it strengthens faith, nourishes the
soul, and nurtures the spiritual life (National Directory for Catechesis, p. 70).

Likewise, the holy synod forcefully and specifically exhorts all the Christian
faithful, especially those who live the religious life, to learn “the surpassing
knowledge of Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:8) by frequent reading of the divine scriptures
(Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation [Dei Verbum, 1965], 25).

Through your catechetical ministry with children, you equip them with the essential knowl-
edge and skills required for their lifelong journey of faith. When it comes to the Bible, you
want to begin teaching the knowledge and skills that will help the children to ultimately
become biblically literate adults. So let's start by describing biblically literate adults.

Biblically literate adults are comfortable reading and using the Bible. They know how the
books of the Bible are arranged and how to quickly and easily locate a specific book or
passage. They have a solid understanding of the biblical story of salvation history, and
they are familiar with key people and events and how God's saving power worked through
those people and events. Biblically literate adults understand that any book or passage
from Scripture must be understood in its proper context. When reading the Bible, they
consider things like the literary genre, the culture of the time, the original author’s intended
message, how the message fits into the bigger picture of salvation history, and how the
passage is understood in the Church'’s Tradition.

We can help children to become biblically literate adults by working on three
specific goals:

A. Help them to become knowledgeable and comfortable using the Bible.

B. Help them to know and understand the biblical story of salvation history.
C. Help them to understand how to interpret biblical books and passages

in their proper contexts.

Goal A is the Access goal. Goal B is the Big-Picture goal. Goal C is the Context goal.
Taken together, these can be called the ABCs of biblical literacy.
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The three goals of biblical literacy follow a certain progression. The Access goal is the
most basic; its competencies create a foundation for working on the Big-Picture and
Context goals. The Big Picture competencies build on the Access competencies and
create greater knowledge that the Context competencies can then build on. All three
goals are closely related; working on any one goal usually reinforces the others.

As a general guideline, with elementary-age children, your primary focus should be devel-
oping the Access competencies and introducing some Big-Picture knowledge. You will
probably not focus on the Context competencies, because they require more abstract rea-
soning than most young children are capable of. However, you will use specific Context
skills and knowledge competencies as you teach children about the meaning of specific
Bible stories.

Let's take a closer look at these three goals and how you can help children to develop the
competencies needed to become proficient in them. (For a more detailed look at these
three goals, read Biblical Literacy Made Easy: A Practical Guide for Catechists, Teachers,
and Youth Ministers, Saint Mary’s Press, 2008.)

Access Goal:
Helping Children Become Knowledgeable
and Comfortable Using the Bible

Many children do not know how to use the Bible. They may have heard Bible stories, and
maybe they were even given a Bible for their First Communion. But they do not know how
the Bible is structured or how to find specific passages or stories within it. By focusing on
the competencies of the Access goal, we can help children to become more familiar and
comfortable with the Bible.

The most critical practice for achieving the Access goal—a practice so basic that many
people overlook it—is simply having the children use the Bible. Too often children read
Scripture passages as quotations in textbooks. There may be only one Bible in the class-
room, so the catechist looks up the passage and then hands the opened Bible to a young
person to read. These practices do not encourage children to learn basic biblical literacy
skills. If young Catholics are to become comfortable in accessing the Bible, they must use
it regularly. Every classroom or meeting space must have enough Bibles for each child

to use. What we model as important has a much greater impact than what we say is
important!

To help children become comfortable in using the Bible, we can teach them two important
competencies: (1) knowing the Bible's structure and (2) locating a passage in the Bible.
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Knowing the Bible’s Structure

The Bible is not one book; rather, it is a collection, or even a small library, of books and
letters. These books are organized in a specific and intentional structure, sort of like books
might be grouped in sections on a bookshelf. At the beginning of The Catholic Children’s
Bible, these sections are briefly explained and visually presented in the section called “The
Bible Is Like a Bookshelf.” Here is a slightly more detailed explanation of those sections:

e The Old Testament is the first major section of the Bible. Its books are primarily
about God's relationship with his Chosen People, the Israelites (or the Jews).

o The first part of the Old Testament is called the Pentateuch. The stories in these
books are the heart of the Old Testament.

o The second part of the Old Testament is called the Historical Books. These
books recount how the Chosen People settled in the Promised Land and how
they eventually became a kingdom ruled by great and not-so-great kings.

o The third part of the Old Testament is called the Wisdom Books. These
books teach some of the collected wisdom of the Israelites.

o The fourth part of the Old Testament is called the Books of the Prophets.
These contain the warnings and consolations of some of Israel’s prophets.

e The New Testament is the second major section of the Bible. Its books tell how
God fulfilled the Old Testament promises by sending us the Savior, Jesus Christ.

o The first part of the New Testament is the four Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles. The Gospels have the stories about Christ's life and teaching, and
the Book of Acts tells us about how the Church spread after Christ's Ascension.

o The second part of the New Testament is the Letters. Early Church leaders
sent these letters, some to certain individuals and others to specific Christian
communities.

o The last book of the New Testament is the Book of Revelation. It is a unique
collection of prophecies and symbolic visions.

Refer to these sections when the children look up passages in the Bible. Say things like,
“This Bible story is from the Book of Exodus, which is in the Old Testament of the Bible,”
or “This Bible story is from the Gospel of Mark. The Gospels have stories about the life
of Jesus and the things he taught.”

Locating a Passage in the Bible

The simple system for finding a particular passage in the Bible is explained in the begin-
ning of The Catholic Children’s Bible in the section called “How to Find a Bible Passage.”
After explaining this system to the children, help them to develop the skill of locating Bible
passages through practice, practice, practice! This skill will take time for children to master,
but it is crucial for lifelong Bible reading. You will find help in teaching navigation skills to
children in the section of this catechist guide titled “Helping Children Navigate The Catho-
lic Children’s Bible.”
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Big-Picture Goal:
Helping Children Know and Understand
the Biblical Story of Salvation History

Because of our Lectionary-based liturgies, Catholics are often familiar with most of the
important people and stories of history. But if liturgies are a person’s only contact with
Scripture, she or he may not see how those individual stories fit into the overarching biblical
story of God's covenant relationship with the human race, which we also call salvation his-
tory. Much of Catholic theology is based on the presumption that we know and understand
the overarching story of salvation history.

Salvation history is often organized into different periods to help us understand God's
saving work. In all relevant Saint Mary’s Press® resources, eight historical periods are
named to describe the arc of salvation history:

Primeval History (the figurative stories in the Book of Genesis)

The Patriarachs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob)

Egypt and the Exodus (Moses and the desert experience of Israel)

Settling the Promised Land (Joshua and the Twelve Tribes of Israel)

The Kingdoms of Judah and Israel (the time of the Prophets)

The Exile and Return (the Babylonian Captivity and restoration of the Temple)
The Life of Jesus Christ

The Early Christian Church

©® N O O A WD~

Understanding how each biblical book's story fits into this bigger history is the mark of a
truly biblically literate person. This kind of knowledge grows with repetition and review.
You can best help children develop this knowledge by exposing them to key people and
events in Scripture. The Catholic Children’s Bible helps you to do this by focusing on 125
key people and events in the Featured Stories on two-page spreads. Using these Featured
Stories consistently with children will provide them an excellent foundation for knowing and
understanding salvation history.

Context Goal:

Helping Children Understand How to Interpret

Bible Books and Passages in Their Proper Contexts

The Context goal is more subtle and complex than the Access and Big-Picture

goals. Teachers typically do not work on the skills required to master this goal with young
children. It requires a level of abstract thinking that this age-group is not yet capable of.

However, teachers need to understand this goal in order to teach children the correct
interpretation of the biblical stories they read.
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Support Articles

This excerpt from the Second Vatican Council document Divine Revelation describes how
to correctly interpret the Bible.

Seeing that, in sacred scripture, God speaks through human beings in human
fashion, it follows that the interpreters of sacred scripture, if they are to ascertain
what God has wished to communicate to us, should carefully search out the
meaning which the sacred writers really had in mind, the meaning which God
had thought well to manifest through the medium of their words. (12)

This excerpt states that we must do two things when interpreting a Bible story or teaching.
First, we must seek to understand what the original human author intended to communi-
cate. The Church Fathers called this the “literal sense” of Scripture. Second, we must seek
to understand what God is revealing through the story or passage. The Church Fathers
called this the fuller sense or the “spiritual sense” of Scripture. Often the literal sense and
the spiritual sense of a passage are closely related. But in some Scripture passages, God
reveals, through the spiritual sense, a deeper and more universal truth than the human
author originally understood or intended.

Paragraphs 109-119 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church further explain how to apply
these principles. These paragraphs describe the contexts we must consider when interpret-
ing any particular passage of the Bible, which is why we describe this as the Context goal.

Historical context To understand the full importance or meaning of a certain event,
we need to know the larger historical situation the event occurred within.

Cultural context Sometimes the true meaning of certain actions or words makes
sense only when we understand the cultural practices or beliefs of the time.

Literary genre The Bible is composed of many different types of literature. We must
know which type we are reading and realize that each genre has its own rules for
interpretation.

Unity of the whole Bible When taken as a whole, God's revealed truth is present-
ed in the Bible without error. This is the case in many Old Testament passages, whose
Christian meaning can be completely and accurately understood only in light of the
New Testament revelation.

Living Tradition of the Church To fully understand some Bible passages, we must
take into account how the Magisterium—the official teaching authority of the Church—
has interpreted the meaning of those passages.

Coherence of the truths of faith When it comes to religious or moral truth, the
Bible cannot contradict itself or any other revealed truth of our Tradition.



Support Articles

If we do not interpret the Bible using these contexts, we can easily misinterpret God’s Reve-
lation. This is the danger of biblical fundamentalism, an approach to biblical interpretation
that Catholics are cautioned to avoid. In its extreme forms, biblical fundamentalism leads
people to false beliefs, such as the belief that God created the universe in six twenty-four-
hour days.

Even though you will not necessarily mention these different contexts when working with
young children, the Featured Stories in The Catholic Children’s Bible provide trustworthy
tools to help children correctly understand the contexts of 125 Bible stories. The engaging
art in The Catholic Children’s Bible provides strong visual cues about the human authors’
intentions. The Tell It! panels provide children the opportunity to retell the story using the
visual prompts so that they begin to process its meaning. And the short Understand It!
panels explain what God is revealing through the story, drawing on the contexts of the
unity of the Bible, Tradition, and the coherence of the truths of faith.
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Helping Children Navigate

The Catholic Children’s Bible

Helping children become familiar with the structure of the Bible so that they can easily
locate specific books and passages is a foundational part of building biblical literacy.
The Catholic Children’s Bible offers multiple tools to help children more readily navigate

their way around the Bible.

Color Coding

When you look at the bottom of The Catholic Children’s Bible or open it to any page,
you will notice bands of color along the bottoms of the pages. These colors delineate

the major divisions of the Bible.

Bible Section Bible Books Band Color
The Pentateuch (or Torah) Genesis through Deuteronomy aqua
The Historical Books Joshua through Second Maccabees brown
The Wisdom Books Job through Sirach purple
The Books of the Prophets Isaiah through Malachi orange
The Gospels and the Matthew through John blue
Acts of the Apostles and the Acts of the Apostles v
The Letters and Revelation Romans through Revelation green
Prayer and Bible Helps back of the book yellow

The same colors are shown in the table of contents (pages 3-6) as bands of color

behind the name of each section of the Bible. They are also repeated in “The Bible Is Like
a Bookshelf” image on page 15 of The Catholic Children’s Bible. This image can be helpful
in infroducing children to the structure of the Bible and can be another resource to help

them identify where a particular book of the Bible is located.
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Page Tabs

You will also notice that the table of contents (pages 3-6) indicates a specific color

for each book of the Bible. These colors are matched with tabs that are provided along
the sides of each page within the Bible. A chapter number is also included in the tab to
indicate the core chapter that is featured on each page.

Finding Specific Passages in the Bible

The article “How to Find a Bible Passage” on page 13 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
presents the traditional method of finding specific Bible passages by the name of the book,
the chapter, and the verse. This is basic information for anyone who wishes to understand
Scripture citations and use them to locate a particular Bible passage.

Navigating the Featured Stories

One of the most attractive elements of The Catholic Children’s Bible is its Featured
Stories. These stories encapsulate a Scripture story or passage, illustrate it, and surround
it with the helpful Understand I, Live Itl, and Tell It teaching aids. In addition, new or
unfamiliar words are printed in bold type and presented with definitions. A full list of
the 125 Featured Stories that are offered within the Bible is presented on pages 7-11

of The Catholic Children’s Bible.

When the children encounter a Featured Story, such as the one presented on page 122,
for example, they will see a green leaf at the beginning and end of the Scripture text. This
indicates that this is a portion of text repeated from the main body of the Bible. To identify
where this text comes from, the children can simply look at the Scripture citation or cita-
tions above the Scripture text. In many cases, this text for the Featured Story is a shortened
version of a longer Scripture citation. The children can find the “full story” citation in their
Bibles and will see two green leaves that indicate where the full story starts and stops

(see pages 120-121).
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The Dark Passages of Scripture

In helping children read and understand the Bible, teachers must be aware that some Bible
stories are not child-friendly. The accounts of incest, rape, genocide, and holy war in the
sacred pages of Scripture can come as a surprise for many beginning Bible readers. In his
apostolic exhortation “The Word of the Lord” (“Verbum Domini,” November 2010), Pope
Benedict XVI called these stories the “dark” passages of the Bible. Here is what the Holy
Father said regarding these passages:

In discussing the relationship between the Old and the New Testaments, the
Synod also considered those passages in the Bible which, due to the violence
and immorality they occasionally contain, prove obscure and difficult. Here it
must be remembered first and foremost that biblical revelation is deeply rooted
in history. God's plan is manifested progressively and it is accomplished slowly,
in successive stages and despite human resistance. God chose a people and
patiently worked to guide and educate them. Revelation is suited to the cultural
and moral level of distant times and thus describes facts and customs, such as
cheating and trickery, and acts of violence and massacre, without explicitly
denouncing the immorality of such things. This can be explained by the histori-
cal context, yet it can cause the modern reader to be taken aback, especially if
he or she fails to take account of the many “dark” deeds carried out down the
centuries, and also in our own day. In the Old Testament, the preaching of the
prophets vigorously challenged every kind of injustice and violence, whether
collective or individual, and thus became God's way of training his people in
preparation for the Gospel. So it would be a mistake to neglect those passages
of Scripture that strike us as problematic. Rather, we should be aware that the
correct interpretation of these passages requires a degree of expertise, acquired
through a training that interprets the texts in their historical-literary context and
within the Christian perspective which has as its ultimate hermeneutical key “the
Gospel and the new commandment of Jesus Christ brought about in the paschal
mystery.”! | encourage scholars and pastors to help all the faithful to approach
these passages through an interpretation which enables their meaning to
emerge in the light of the mystery of Christ. (42)



Support Articles

In this teaching, Pope Benedict emphasized the following points:

® The Bible does not shy away from telling about the worst things that humans do to one
another—these are the very things that Jesus Christ came to save us from. Unfortunately,
these evil acts continue even into our time.

* The biblical author does not always explicitly say that a particular action is immoral;
at the time he was writing, these actions might not have yet been seen as immoral
(such as the killing of whole groups of people) or the biblical author may have pre-
sumed the reader knew that these were immoral actions (such as Lot’s daughters having
sexual relations with their drunken father). Because God’s Revelation is “manifested
progressively” and “is accomplished slowly, in successive stages,” the preaching of the
prophets and, ultimately, the teaching of Jesus Christ help us see the true moral meaning
of these actions.

* Properly understanding these passages requires the help of people trained in biblical
interpretation, such as pastors and biblical scholars.

So what does this mean for you as a teacher of children when it comes to these dark pas-
sages of Scripture? The best advice is to avoid these passages completely, because they
can be too disturbing and confusing for young and innocent minds. The Catholic Children’s
Bible does not use any of these stories as Featured Stories, so you do not have to worry
about coming across any dark stories when you use these special two-page spreads.
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Lesson at a Glance

Scripture Focus
Genesis 1:26-31

Music Suggestions

 “If | Were a Butterfly,” by Brian
Howard (Mission Hills Music)

* “Awesome God,” by Cedarmont
Kids (Cedarmont Music)

Lesson Goals

* to state that God created human
beings

Materials Needed

¢ The Catholic Children’s Bible and
the chapter 1 activity booklet

* to explain that God created us to

love and to be loved
¢ to describe God as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit e The Discover! folder

. . * an item or object you have made
Cafechism Pillar

* masking tape and/or nine pieces
Believe

of paper
e index cards marked with large Xs for

half the children

* index cards marked with large Os for

Catechism References
27, 221, 234, 279-280, 282,

288-289 half the children
* a hole punch
Key Words . * a skein of yarn
created, descendants, Holy Trinity, e o board tor t "
unique a board or poster to write on

* materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Background Reflection

The Scripture focused on in this chapter reminds us that we come from God. It also
reminds us that we are created to reflect the love and goodness of God in the world.
Because of God’s great love, he gave us life and the special task of caring for his gift
of creation. He also gave us the special task of loving all people, even those who are
different from us in some way.

As we learn about God, we encounter one of the greatest mysteries of our faith: the
Holy Trinity. God is Three Persons in one God. Each Person is equally God, yet each
is a unique and loving Person: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Each human being made in God’s image is unique too. Enjoy getting to know the
children’s unique talents and characteristics as you share with them your own gifts.
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ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Opening Prayer

Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 1 activity booklet.
Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

Begin by showing the group something that you have made. It might be
something drawn, sewn, baked, etc. Share why this is special and important
to you.

Ask the children to share some things that they have made. Write a list of
their responses on the board. Ask the following questions as volunteers offer
their responses:

> How did you feel about your item when you made it2
> Did you do anything special with it once you made it?
> How would you choose someone to take care of what you made2 Why?

Tell the group that today they are going to read in the Bible about something
very special and important that God has made. Explain that they will also
learn that when God makes something, it is always precious to him.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Scripture Focus

Explain to the group that the word genesis means “creation” or “beginning.”
The first book of the Bible is named Genesis because it is the story of the
beginning of the world.

Invite the children to find Genesis 1:1-2:3 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
(pages 21 and 24). Point out the green leaf at the beginning of the passage
on page 21 and at the end of the passage on page 24.

Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 22. Explain that the
green leaves on this page mark that this is a shortened version of the same
Scripture passage found on the previous pages.

Invite the children to look at the artwork on pages 22 and 23 and to
describe what they see.
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® Read the Scripture passage to the children. Be sure to discuss the bold key
words with the children. Then ask the children several questions to check for

comprehension, such as the following: 3 ?:

> What does the passage tell us that God made? (human beings; animals T
and plants) PO

> What did God say about human beings? (They will be like God; they will —

have many descendants.)
> How did God feel about what he made? (He was very pleased.)

* Have the children turn to the activity on page 2 of the activity booklet
and complete it. Answers: 1. human beings; 2. children (or descendants);
3. in charge; 4. grain, fruit; 5. pleased

Understand It!

* Read aloud the Understand It! on page 23, or have a volunteer read it.

® Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key ques-
tions about the reading to check for comprehension.

* Review some of the key points with them:

> There is only one God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The
Three Persons in one God are called the Holy Trinity.

> God created the universe, including the first man and woman. He loved
them very much.

> God loves each person very much!
> God has given us the freedom to choose how we think and act.
> God has given us the power to love God and others.

Live It!

* Read aloud the Live Itl on page 23, or have a volunteer read it.

* Ask the group to read the prayer of praise together. At the words “glory to
you, God,” invite the children to raise their arms in a sign of praise.

* Invite a few volunteers to name other parts of creation they might want to
add to the prayer. Ask the group to respond with the same words and ges-
tures.

Tell It!

® Ask the children to look at the images in the Tell It! on page 23. (Image 1
shows God's creation. Image 2 shows Adam and Eve, the first human beings.
Image 3 shows God saying he was very pleased with everything he had
made.)

® Invite the children to find a partner and, using the images in Tell I, retell the
Scripture passage.

* Ask a few volunteers to share their summary of the Bible reading, using the
images in Tell It!
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ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity

God Made Each Person Unique

Prepare a large tic-tac-toe grid on the floor in advance. This can be done by
creating a 3-by-3 grid with masking tape or by taping down nine pieces of

paper in a grid form.

Prepare index cards by marking half with Xs and half with Os. Punch a hole
at the top of each and then string them, individually, onto lengths of yarn so
they can be hung around the children’s necks.

Divide the group into two teams. Give each member of the first team an
index card with a large “X.” Give each member of the second team an index
card with a large "O.”

Introduce the activity by telling the children that we are going to get to know
one another. Explain that you will go down each line, child by child, asking
each child to tell the group his or her name and something he or she like to
do or is good at doing. Encourage the group to listen in order to remember
as many things as they can about the other children.

Keep a running list of names and favorite activities or talents on a piece of
paper that only you can see so you can use it to test the children.

Explain to the group that you will now call out the name of a child. The first
person in the X line and O line should raise her or his hand and call out the
activity or talent the child named mentioned. The rest of the team can help
the first person in the line, but they should whisper so that the other team
doesn't hear.

If the person who calls out the activity is correct, she or he can move to one
of the squares on the grid. If the person is not correct, she or he goes to the
back of the line. Remind the children that the goal of the game is to fill three
squares vertically, horizontally, or diagonally. The first team to do this will
earn one point.

Continue to play the game until one team gets a tic-tac-toe and earns one
point. Invite all the children on the grid to go to the back of their lines. Play
the game again, as time allows, and add up the total number of points at the
end to declare a winner.

Process the Activity

Remind the group that each person is God's creation, and share the follow-

ing points:

> When God made each of us, he created us with gifts and talents that
make us each unique. This means we are each special and different.

> Even though everyone in the world is different, we are all special to God,
and God loves each of us. Being special and different is something we
should celebrate.
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* Ask the children the following questions:

> How did the game help you understand that God made everyone special
and unique? (Everyone had different interests and talents.)

0
=
: Q:
> Why do you think God loves all people? (Because he made each person i G, :

unique. He loves each person and each person is precious to him.) : 9

® Ask the children to repeat after you: “l am special and different. | am
uniquel!”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on page 49 in its place.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Teaching

* Explain to the children that God made all of creation, including people. Tell
them that God has given us the special task of loving and respecting all peo-
ple, the ones we know and the ones we don't know.

* Remind the children that we use the term Holy Trinity to describe God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We remember the Holy Trinity
each time we pray the Sign of the Cross.

¢ Remind the children that there are three Persons in God: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. God the Father created us out of love and is with us all
the time. Jesus was sent to us by God the Father to show us how much the
Father loves us and to teach us about God's great love. The Holy Spirit was
sent from God to be with us all the time, to remind us that God loves us, and
to help us love God in return.

e Tell the children that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
all work together in love. God wants his people to work together in peace
and love, like the Holy Trinity.

® Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:

> How can you show people you know that you love and respect them?
(Accept reasonable responses.)

> How can you show love and respect for people you don’t know?
(Accept reasonable responses.)

> Who are the Three Persons in one God? (God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit)

> What is the name of the Three Persons in one God? (Holy Trinity)
* Invite the children fo turn to the activity on page 3 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Answers: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Holy Trinity

* Have the children turn to page 4 of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other information you know about Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha, and encourage the children to say, “Saint Kateri, pray for
us,” during the next week.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activities in the We Know and Live Our Faith
resource correspond to concepts introduced in this lesson:

* “God Made the World,” page 6

® “God Made You” + activity, pages 7-8

* “God Wants You to Know Him and Love Him,” page 9
® “Three Persons in One God"” + activity, pages 10-11

Read the selections aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. Then invite the children to begin
an activity, or have them complete the activities with their families at home.

Lesson Wrap-Up

* Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this
lesson, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

* Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

* Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o God created human beings.
o God created people to love and be loved.
o God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

* Invite the children to locate the turtle on the lower left of page 22 in The
Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage them to find the image of the turtle on
their folders. It can be found in five different places.

Closing Prayer

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by a
few seconds of silence.

* |nvite the children to find the prayer in the Live Itl on page 23 of the Bible.
Follow the prayer pattern praising God but, rather than naming elements of
the Earth, remind the group that they are all created by God. Name each
child, and ask the group to say the response after each person’s name. At
the words “glory to you, God,” invite the children to raise their arms in a sign
of praise.

* Close with a final Sign of the Cross.



Materials
Needed

blank paper
crayons

Materials
Needed

large sheets of
drawing paper

markers, crayons,
or colored pencils

scissors, one for

each child

a large piece of
poster board

tape or glue

Materials
Needed

The Catholic
Children’s Bible

a computer with
internet access

a computer
projector

blank paper
markers or
crayons
paper clips or
clothespins

a length of rope
or clothesline

God Created Us

: Addlhonal Achvﬂ'les

A Holy Trinity Tree (15 minules)

Give each child a sheet of blank paper and crayons.
Show the children how to draw a large tree trunk with three large branches.
On the trunk, have them write the words “Holy Trinity.”

On each branch, have them write the name of one of the persons in the
Trinity: “God the Father,” “God the Son,” “God the Holy Spirit.”

Have the children draw leaves on the tree branches, being careful not to
cover the writing.

We Are Wonderfully Made (15 minutes)

Distribute to each child a large sheet of drawing paper; markers, crayons,
or colored pencils; and a pair of scissors.

® Invite the children to trace their hand and part of their arm, almost to the

elbow. They might want to help each other with the tracing.

Encourage the children to write their names on the hand/arm and what is
“wonderful” about them: their talents, abilities, likes, etc. They can then color
their hand/arm and cut it out.

Prepare a large poster board with “We Are Wonderfully Made” written at
the top. Help the children tape or glue their drawings onto this poster board.

Display the poster where all can see it.

Sing Along: God Made Everything (15 minutes)

Read aloud the Genesis account of Creation (Genesis 1:1-31).

Show the video “How God Made Everything [MUSIC VIDEO]" (YouTube,
5:36). Invite the children to sing along with the chorus.

Distribute blank paper and markers or crayons, and invite the children to
draw something from creation that they love.

Help the children display their drawings by using paperclips or clothespins
to attach them to a length of rope or clothesline.

Ask each child to name what he or she drew, and invite the group to
respond with the prayer: “Thank you, God, for making [name the item from
creation].”
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Lesson at a Glance

Scripture Focus
Matthew 3:13-17

Music Suggestions

* “When | Am Baptized,” by Clive
Romney (Shadow Mountain Records)

* “We Are Your People,” by News
At Eleven (News At Eleven)

Lesson Goals

* to identify sacraments as meetings
with Jesus

Materials Needed

e The Catholic Children’s Bible and
the chapter 2 activity booklet

e to state that the Sacrament of
Baptism makes us children of God
and Christians

e to explain that in Baptism, our sins
are forgiven, and we are promised
eternal life

e The Discover! folder

* a clear glass or plastic pitcher
of water

Cafechism Pillar * a paper cup for each child

e a small bottle of holy water, a small
Celebrate

bottle of oil, a baptismal candle, and

. a white garment
Catfechism References

535-537, 694, 1131, 1210-2016,
1224

® one copy of the baptismal promises
(from the Rite of Baptism, Easter
missalette, or online)

® a board or poster to write on

Key Words

lighting, sin, Christian, sacraments,
Sacrament of Baptism

* materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Background Reflection

We are drawn to, attracted by, and even fascinated with water. Whether it is a gurgling
stream, a placid lake, or a mighty ocean, we want to be near it and even in it. Water also
fulfills a physical human need that ensures our very survival. Simply put, water gives life.

Just as water gives us physical life, the waters of Baptism give us spiritual life and eternal
life. The waters of Baptism invite us info community with God through his Son, Jesus Christ,
and with one another as the people called by God to bring his love into the world. This
community is the Church. Just as water cleanses dirt from our bodies, the blessed waters of
Baptism cleanse us from sin and bring us God's forgiveness.

“Come, everyone who is thirsty—here is water!” proclaims the Prophet Isaiah (55:1). This is
the message of this lesson. Come to the Sacrament of Baptism. Explore the depths of our
human need for water, for life, for God.
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Opening Prayer
* Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 2 activity booklet.

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

0
: 3-: ® Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
T: children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.
PO

‘ Ld L3

N Engage Activity

e Ask the children if they have ever done something just because it would make
their parents happy.

® Invite them to share what they did and why they did it. Encourage them to
share how their parents reacted and what the outcome was.

e Tell the group that today they are going to read in the Bible about a time that

Jesus did just what they did. Explain that he wanted to make God his Father
happy by obeying him.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Scripture Focus

* Invite the children to find Matthew 3:13-17 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
(page 1451). Point out the green leaf at the beginning and end of the
passage.

* Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 1452. Explain that the
green leaves on this page mark that this is a shortened version of the same
Scripture passage found on the previous page.

® Ask the children to look at the artwork on pages 1452-1453 and describe
what they see.

* Read the Scripture passage to the children. Be sure to discuss the bold key
word with the children. Also explain that the Jordan is the name of a river in
the place where Jesus lived. Then ask the children several questions to check
for comprehension, such as the following:
> Why did Jesus go to John? (to be baptized)
> What was John's reaction when Jesus asked to be baptized? (John tried to

make Jesus change his mind.)
> What happened when Jesus came up out of the water? (Heaven opened,
the Spirit of God came down like a dove, and a voice came from Heaven.)

> What did the voice from Heaven say? (“This is my own dear Son, with
whom | am pleased.”)
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* Add a bit more depth, using the following as possible points:

o At first, John did not want to baptize Jesus. John was offering a baptism to

show sorrow for sin. Sin is saying, thinking, or doing something against
God's Law.

o Jesus was free of all sin, so he really didn't need to show sorrow for sin.
But Jesus wanted to be baptized because he was both God and a human
being.

o Jesus wanted to show us that he was with us, even though we are sinners.

* Have the children turn to the activity on page 2 of the activity booklet and

complete it. Answers: 1. Jordan, 2. obey, 3. baptize, 4. pleased, 5. water,
6. Son, 7. dove

Understand It!
® Read aloud the Understand It! on page 1453, or have a volunteer read fit.

® Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key ques-
tions about the reading to check for comprehension.

* Review some of the key points with them:

> By having John baptize him, Jesus was obeying God, his heavenly Father.

> Jesus showed that he is a loving Son.

> When someone is baptized, their sins are forgiven, and they become a
child of God and a Christian. A Christian is a follower of Jesus Christ.

> When a person is baptized, God says, “This is my own dear child, with
whom | am pleased,” just as he said about Jesus at Jesus’ Baptism.

® Explain to the children that most people are baptized as babies, but some
people are baptized as children or as adults.

Live It!

® Read aloud the Live It on page 1453, or have a volunteer read it.

® Ask the children to quietly consider each of the questions as they are read.
Give them a minute after reading each of the questions to think. Then invite
them to share their thoughts as time permits.

Tell It!
® Ask the children to look at the images in the Tell It! on page 1453. (Image 1

shows Jesus meeting John at the Jordan. Image 2 shows John baptizing Jesus.

Image 3 shows the Spirit of God coming down like a dove on Jesus.)

® Invite one child to start to retell the Scripture passage using the images. After
one sentence, call on another child to tell the next part. Continue to call on
children to tell just one sentence about the images until all the children have
had a turn or the story has been completed.
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity

Water in the Desert

* Place a clear glass pitcher of water on a table in front of the room. Place a
paper cup for each child on the table. Have a wastebasket nearby.

greeeret * Announce to the children that each of them will be getting a cup of water
3 from this pitcher. Then pour the water into the cups as the children watch.

* Explain that before we drink the water, we will need to go into the desert,
where there is no water. Ask, “What is the desert like2” Solicit examples from
the group of what “desert life” is like. (very hot, no water, sandy, full of cacti,
perhaps an oasis that turns out to be imaginary, etc.)

* Ask the group to line up in the back of the room so that every child has a
clear path toward the front of the room.

® Explain that you are the leader of this expedition. You will allow people to
reach the water, but only after they follow instructions. Tell the children they
are lost in the desert and very weak and thirsty, and suddenly they see a
beautiful stream ahead of them. (Point to the water pitcher.) They need the
water very badly. But they are too weak to walk anymore. They must crawl to
the beautiful stream to get a drink.

 Continue to explain the game as a “Mother, may 12” game. Give each child
an instruction like, “Robert, crawl two arms’ length forward.” Robert must
respond, “Teacher, may 12" (or use your name). Answer, “Yes, you may.” If a
child forgets to say “Teacher, may 12" she or he must go back to the starting
line.

e Continue down the row of children, giving them instructions to keep them
moving toward the goal. Repeat until all have reached the front of the room.

* Congratulate them for making it through the desert, and invite them to enjoy
a cup of water as a reward.

Process the Activity

* Ask the children how they felt while they were pretending to be in the desert.
(hot, thirsty, tired from crawling, etc.)

e Ask the children how they felt while they were drinking the water. (much
better, happier, thankful for water, not thirsty anymore, etc.)

* Explain that water is a great gift from God and that we need it for drinking
and keeping clean. Remind the children that we can't live without water!

e Explain that God gives us another great gift, the waters of the Sacrament
of Baptism. Continue by telling the children that now that they have made it
through the desert, they are ready to learn more about God's great gift of
Baptism.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on page 57 in its place.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



We Celebrate Baptism

Core Teaching

Explain that Baptism is one of the seven sacraments in the Church. Tell the
children that a sacrament is a meeting with Jesus and that in every sacrament
we come to know Jesus better and become more like him. Share that every
sacrament is a sign of God's love for us.”

Note several examples of signs that we use to remind us of some idea or
feeling. A birthday cake is a sign of celebration and that someone is a year
older; the American flag is a sign of our country; a cross is a sign of Jesus;
and so on. Explain to the children that a sacrament is something like those
examples, except that a sacrament has power to do something. Explain that
a sacrament is an outward sign, or symbol, that gives God's life.

Remind the group of the desert activity, and remind them that water is neces-
sary for life. Explain that without water, people, animals, and plants cannot
live. Connect this with the Sacrament of Baptism. Use the following points:

> When we are baptized, water is poured over us.

> The holy water that is poured over us actually does something. It gives us
God’s life inside us.

Explain to the group that the Sacrament of Baptism is the sacrament that
makes us children of God, gives us God's life, forgives our sins, and makes
us members of the Church. Tell the children that in Baptism, we are promised
that we will live with God forever!

Share with your group, if time permits, that we use several smaller signs to
celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism. As you share this information, you might
want to show pictures or actual items to the children:

o Holy water is a sign of life.

o A lit candle reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the World and we want to
follow him.

o Holy oil (or Sacred Chrism) is used to anoint us (or mark us with oil) as a
sign of Christ's strength in our lives.

o A white garment is a sign of putting on Christ and being clothed in Christ’s
love.

Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:

> What is a sacrament? (@ meeting with Jesus; an outward sign, or symbol,

that gives God's life)

> What is the Sacrament of Baptism2 (This sacrament makes us children of
God and Christians, gives us God's life, forgives our sins, makes us mem-
bers of the Church, and promises that we will live with God forever)

> What are the signs used in Baptisme (holy water, a lit candle, holy oil or
Sacred Chrism, a white garment

Invite the children to turn to the activity on page 3 of the activity booklet
and complete it. Answers: 1. Jesus, 2. Baptism, 3. Christians, 4. life, 5. sins,

6. Church

Have the children turn to page 4 of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other information you know about Saint
John the Baptist, and encourage the children to say, “Saint John the Baptist,
pray for us,” during the next week.
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We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our Faith resource correspond
to concepts introduced in this lesson:

® “The Sacraments” and “The Seven Sacraments,” pages 20-23
e “Baptism” and “The Gifts of Baptism,” pages 24-27

Read the selections aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. You may want to summarize the
key concepts for the children.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Lesson Wrap-Up

* Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this les-
son, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

* Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

) ® Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o Sacraments are meetings with Jesus.
o The Sacrament of Baptism makes us children of God and Christians.
o In Baptism, our sins are forgiven, and we are promised eternal life.

* |nvite the children to locate the dove on page 1452 in The Catholic Chil-
J dren’s Bible. Encourage them to find the image of a dove on their folders. It

can be found in four different places.

Closing Prayer

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by a
few seconds of silence.

* Explain to the group that when someone is baptized, they make promises
to God called baptismal promises. Tell them that when a baby is baptized,
parents make the promises on behalf of the child.

* Note that every year at Easter, the whole Church, in every parish, makes
these baptismal promises together.

e Tell the children that they will make these promises now. As you read the
baptismal promises, ask the children to respond “l do” after each question.
You might want to nod as a signal that they are to respond.

* Close prayer by asking the children to make the Sign of the Cross together,
the sign that marked them as children of God from the time of their Baptism.
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internet access
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We Use Water (15 minutes)

Invite the children to help you brainstorm how they use water frequently. As
they give you ideas, write them on a sheet of poster board. Ideas might in-
clude drinking, bathing, swimming, brushing teeth, washing dishes, watering
plants, efc.

Distribute the sticky dots. Ask the children to think about which of these activi-

ties they have done in the past week. Then invite the children, one by one, to
approach the chart and place a dot beside the ways they have used water
recently.

Discuss with the group the information shown, and emphasize that water is
essential for life.

Remind the group that water is used in the Sacrament of Baptism. Explain
that just as water is necessary for life, so the Sacrament of Baptism is neces-
sary for our belonging to the Church and for life with God, both now and
forever.

Thank Your Godparents (15 minutes)

Explain to the group that at Baptism, godparents are chosen to help the one
baptized learn more about Jesus and how to live the Catholic faith.

Ask the children who their godparents are. If they don't know, remind them
to ask their parents.

Help the children make thank-you cards for their godparents. If the godpar-
ents are not married to each other, two cards will be needed, one for the
godmother and one for the godfather.

Brainstorm together a short message that the children might use in the cards.
Write this message on the board.

Instruct the children to either deliver the cards to their godparents or
mail them.

Dramatize a Baptism (15 minutes)

Show the video “Catholic Baby Baptism” (YouTube, 9:17). Begin at the 3:30
marker to show the entire Baptism.

Point out to the children the white garment, the anointing with oil, the pouring
of the water, and the baptismal candle.

Invite the children to help reenact a Baptism with you, using a doll, bowl,
and pitcher of water. Assign roles and practice the words of the Sacrament:
“I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit” (Rite of Baptism for Children).

Tell the children that we remember our own Baptism every time we make the
Sign of the Cross and pray, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.”
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Lesson at a Glance

Scripture Focus
1 Corinthians 12:14-18, 27

Music Suggestions

* “We Are the Body of Christ,” by
Rob Baker (Tate Music Group)

* “We Belong to God's Family,” by
Owen Alstott (OCP)

Lesson Goals

e to identify why the Church is also
called the Body of Christ

¢ to indicate that each member of
the Church has different gifts

¢ to state that each one of us is

needed in the Church

Materials Needed

e The Catholic Children’s Bible and
the chapter 3 activity booklet

o The Discover! folder

* a large sheet of newsprint to prepare
a life-sized puzzle in the shape of a

child’s body

® strips of paper with an action to
pantomime on each one

Cafechism Pillar
lee --------
Cafechism References
777 790-791, 792-796, 947 * a board or poster to write on

* materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Key Word
Body of Christ

® markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Background Reflection

We have heard it proclaimed many times: We are the Body of Christl We've sung it,
we've read it, and we've been taught it in our own faith formation. Is it just an empty
phrase? Hopefully not. The Scripture passage for this lesson opens up its full meaning.

Saint Paul first describes our own human body as a harmonious whole with many parts.
Then he compares that wonderful body to the harmonious whole that is Christ’s body, the
Church. Each baptized person, great or small, belongs to the Body of Christ. As members
of Christ’s Body, we are to use our God-given gifts to live our lives as followers of Christ,
doing the work Christ calls us to do.

Many people today seem to suffer from a feeling of not belonging, for many reasons.
How different Saint Paul’s vision of the Church is! In the Church, we all belong—from the
newest baptized baby to Pope Francis in Rome. In the Body of Christ, we belong, we are
loved, we are needed.
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Opening Prayer

Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 3 activity booklet.
Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

Ask the children to share some of their favorite activities. Encourage them to
mention sports, games, hobbies, and so on.

Give several children a strip of paper with an action written on it (batting a
ball, swimming, jumping jacks, kicking a ball, reading a book, etc.).

Invite volunteers to pantomime their actions for the group, and have the other
children guess what each action is.

Ask if any of the children have had a broken arm, leg, or some other injury.
Invite them to share how this injury affected them and their ability to do their
favorite activities.

Explain that if a part of the body is injured, the other parts of the body try to
make up for it. But we know that this often does not work as well. Tell them
that the other parts have their own jobs to do and can't do the job of the
broken part.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Scripture Focus

Invite the children to find 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 in The Catholic Children’s

Bible (page 1807). Point out the green leaf at the beginning and end of the

passage.

Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 1808. Explain that the

green leaves on this page mark that this is a shortened version of the same

Scripture passage found on the previous page.

Ask the children to look at the artwork on pages 1808-1809 and describe

what they see. Ask them the following questions:

> What are the hands doing? (They are holding onto each other.)

> Are all the hands the same? (No, they are different colors and are holding
on in different ways.)
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* Draw the group’s attention to the word Corinthians on the brown tabs along
the side of pages 1808-1809. Explain that this is the name of one of the
books of the Bible written by Saint Paul. Explain that the Scripture passage on
this page is part of a whole Letter to the Corinthians that Saint Paul wrote to
help the early followers of Christ understand more about Jesus and the Church.

* Read, or ask a volunteer to read, the title on this page. Explain that this Scrip-
ture passage will tell us more about what it means to be part of the Church.

* Read the Scripture passage to the children. Then ask several questions to
check for comprehension, such as the following:

> What did Saint Paul say about our human bodies? (They are made of
many parts; God put every different part in the body just as he wanted it
to be.)

> What is Christ's Body made up of2 (All of us. Each one of us is part of veeeen;
Christ’s Body.) o ¥

* Have the children turn to the activity on page 2 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Solution:
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Understand It!
® Read aloud the Understand It! on page 1809, or have a volunteer read it.

® Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key
questions about the reading to check for comprehension.

* Review some of the key points with them:
> Each part of our body is important to us. Each has a special job to do.

> The Church is also called the Body of Christ. Each member of the
Church, including ourselves, is an important member of the Body of Christ.

> God gave you special gifts to use to help the Body of Christ. Each one
of us is important to the whole Church!

Live It!
* Read aloud the Live Itl on page 1809, or have a volunteer read it.

® Ask the children to name some ways they think people can be good
members of the Church.

® Write their responses on the board or in a place where they can see them.
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Tell It!

* Ask the children to look at the images in the Tell It! on page 1809. (Image 1
shows a body made up of different parts. Image 2 shows us that the foot is
its own important part of the body. Image 3 shows that an eye needs an ear
to hear. Image 4 shows that we are all part of Christ’s body.)

* Draw attention to the final frame. Ask the children to explain what the final
frame is showing. (We are part of the Body of Christ.)

e Allow the children to retell the Scripture story to a partner using the images
in the frames.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity
Parts of One Body

* Prepare in advance a life-size outline of a child’s body on a large sheet of
newsprint. Cut out the figure, and then cut out a heart-shaped piece at the
appropriate place on the figure. Write “We Are the Body of Christ” on the
heart, and then set the heart aside to show to the group later.

e Cut the figure into as many puzzle-style pieces as the number of children in
your group.

* Give one puzzle piece to each child. Instruct the children to decorate their
pieces with their names. Ask them to write or draw some of their special
gifts or talents on the puzzle piece (not just natural abilities but qualities like
kindness, sense of humor, helpfulness, etc.).

* Invite the group to put the puzzle together as a team, in one large or several
small groups.

* Draw attention, when the puzzle is finished, to the heart-shaped hole in the
figure. Show that piece to the group and invite them to read the words on the
heart. Put it in the heart-shaped hole.

Process the Activity
* Invite the group fo share how a person’s body is like the Body of Christ.
(It has many parts, and each part is important.)

* Ask the children why they think you had them write or draw their talents on
their puzzle piece. (Each person has special gifts from God. All of our gifts
are important to the Body of Christ.)

* Explore with the group what would happen if someone didn't put their puzzle
piece with the others. (The body would not be whole.)] Remind the children
that without every piece, the Body of Christ is not complete.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on page 65 in its place.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Core Teaching

* Explain to the group that we became members of the Body of Christ at Bap-
tism. Consider including the following points:
o Every person who is baptized is an important member of the Church.
o The Church is called the Body of Christ. Jesus is the Head of the Body, and

we are the members.
o We are the hands and feet and voice of Jesus on Earth.

® Remind the children that God has given each person special gifts and that
every gift is important for the Body of Christ. Explain that every gift or talent
that we have can be used to help the other members of the Church and the
whole world.

e Refer back to the puzzle in the Live It and the core learning activity. Remind
the group that if “UR” missing from the Church, the Church is not complete.
Recall that if a piece is missing from a puzzle, the puzzle is not complete.

® Remind the children about the talents they wrote on their puzzle pieces. How
can their talents help the people of God2 Accept reasonable responses.

® Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:

> When does someone become part of the Body of Christ? (at Baptism)

> Why is everyone important fo the Body of Christ? (Because each person
is a gift of God and each person has something special to give.)

> Who is the head of the Body of Christe (Jesus Christ)

® Invite the children to turn to the activity on page 3 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Answers will vary.

* Have the children turn to page 4 of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other information you know about Saint
Joseph, and encourage the children to say, “Saint Joseph, pray for us,”
during the next week.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know and Live Our Faith resource
correspond to concepts introduced in this lesson:

* “The Gifts of Baptism,” page 25

e “The Character of Baptism,” page 26

* “Who May Be Baptized?” + activity, pages 26-27

Read the selections aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. Then invite the children to begin
the activity, or have them complete it with their families at home.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Lesson Wrap-Up

Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this les-
son, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o The Church is also called the Body of Christ.
o Each member of the Church has different gifts.
o Each one of us is needed in the Church.

Invite the children to locate the three children in the bottom of the main im-
age on page 1808 in The Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage them o find
this image on their folders. It can be found in one place.

Closing Prayer

Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by a
few seconds of silence.

Explain to the group that you will name a specific group of people in the
Church, and the children are to respond after each statement by saying,
“We are the Body of Christl” You might want to instruct the children to clap
out their response in rhythm or include gestures.

Leader: We remember the people of (name your parish).
Children: We are the Body of Christ!

Leader: We remember those who help us learn about our faith.
Children: We are the Body of Christ!

Leader: We remember our priests.

Children: We are the Body of Christ!

Leader: We remember all of the leaders of the Church.
Children: We are the Body of Christ!

Leader: We remember all people, young and old, who have been
baptized.

Children: We are the Body of Christ!

e Close with a final Sign of the Cross.



Materials
Needed

® a copy of the paint-
ing In His Image,
by William Zdinak,

found online

¢ outlines of Jesus
on 8%-x-11-inch
pieces of paper,

one for each child
* markers or crayons

® a song or video

about the Church as
the Body of Christ
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playing it
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Needed

® two spoons
® two ping-pong
balls
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® a computer with
internet access

® a computer
projector

* a device for
recording video

We Belong to the Church

Addlhonal Achvﬂles

Sing and Move Along: United in the Body
of Christ (15 minutes)

* Display a copy of the painting In His Image for your group, talking about
the many faces in the painting.

e Distribute the outlines of Jesus and markers or crayons to the children.
Explain that they should fill the outline of Jesus with drawings of their friends
and family.

e Remind the children that the drawings show that we are all united and part
of the Body of Christ.

* Play a song or video that reinforces the concept of the Church as the Body of
Christ, inviting the children to sing along and to create hand motions that go
along with the music.

Body of Christ Relay (15 minutes)

e Create two lines of children. Explain to them that the first person in each line
will be given a spoon and a ping-pong ball. Tell them that they must carry
the ping-pong ball on the spoon to the other side of the room and then return
to their group without dropping it. Explain that they will then hand the spoon
and ping-pong ball to the next person in line, who will then take their turn.

e Play the game two times. The second time, tell the children that you will call
out a body part for each child as they are completing the relay. Explain that
when you call out a body part (for example, left eye, right hand, left foot,
efc.) they cannot use that part of the body as they are carrying the ping-
pong ball back and forth.

e Reflect on the experience with the group after all teams have reached the
goal. Invite them to consider how it felt not to have the help of their entire
body working together. Ask them what this might teach about everyone and
their gifts being needed in the Church, the Body of Christ.

One Body, Many Parts (15 minutes)

® Waitch the video “One Body Many Parts” (YouTube, 1:57).

* Help the children recreate a similar line of actions, and consider making a
video of the children.

* Repeat the activity again, but have one of the children leave the line so that
the action stops before completing the line.

* Discuss what happened when someone was missing from the group, and ask
the children to share how this activity reminds them of the Body of Christ.
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Lesson at a Glance

Scripture Focus
Psalm 148:3-13

Key Words

salm, praise, prays
!

Lesson Goals

* to state that the entire universe and
all creatures praise God by their
very existence

Music Suggestions

e “All Part of God's Creation,” by Drew
Lane and Friends (Butterfly Music)

e “Care for Life,” by Michael
Mangan, Catholic Classroom
Collection (AvilaRose, Inc.)

* to explain that God loves every-
thing he has made, so we should
take care of it

Materials Needed

* The Catholic Children’s Bible and
the chapter 4 activity booklet

e to affirm that in caring for the
environment, we are caring for
ourselves and our earthly home

R . o The Discoverl folder & |i Qi
Catechism Pillar

* blank paper
Live: Catholic Social Teaching

® markers or crayons

Catholic Social Teaching ® small ftems from nature

Focus
Care for God’s Creation

* a board or poster to write on

® index cards with actions written
on them

* materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Cafechism References
2402, 24562457

Background Reflection

Since childhood, we've been taught that God is the Creator of the universe and that
creation is God's gift to us. No matter where we are in the natural world—on vacation
trips, in city parks, or in our own backyards—we teach our children to enjoy and respect
creation as a gift from God.

Psalm 148 calls all of creation to sing God's praises. But how can hills and mountains,
trees, and the sun praise God? Everything in creation praises the Creator by being what
they were created to be and doing what they were created to do. People, as part of
creation, praise God in the same way: by being truly human and by striving to live a life
of goodness and godliness. But we human beings are also called to be the caretakers of
creation. By loving and protecting all that God has made, we are living up to our own
human dignity and sacred worth. In this way, we praise God the Creator of alll
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Opening Prayer

* Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 4 activity booklet.

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

® Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

* Prepare by gathering some small “nature pieces.” These might include a
plant, leaves, pinecones, seashells, flowers, rocks, fruit, and so on. You might
want to have enough objects so that each child can hold onto one or two
while you discuss them.

e Share these natural objects with your group, and engage the children in
a discussion of how varied nature is. Stress the differences of each of the

ceeeeeny objects.
Q_ * Invite the children to share some of the beautiful or interesting places or
P Qi animals they have seen. Welcome their stories, and encourage them to talk
-% : about why they were impressed with what they saw.
= : ® Remind the group that God created everything that they have just held and
& talked about.

* Invite the children to gently place the natural objects in the area where your
group gathers for prayer.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Scripture Focus

* Invite the children to find Psalm 148:3-13 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
(pages 956-957).

® Read the Scripture passage to the children.

* Explain that this Scripture passage is from the Book of Psalms, using the
following points:

> Just as we sing in church, the People of God would sing to God too.
These “songs” are written in the Book of Psalms.

> A psalm is a song or poem-prayer to God. Some psalms thank God,
while others praise God or ask for forgiveness.

> This reading is a psalm of praise.
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e Explain the difference between the words praise and prays:
> Praise means to show someone love and approval, in words and actions.
> Prays means that someone speaks or listens to God.

* Write these words on the board, and ask volunteers to use each of them in a
sentence to check for understanding.

* Ask the children several questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:

> What are some things in creation that can praise the Lord? (angels, sun
and moon, stars, waters, sea monsters, lightning, snow, efc.)

> How can animals and other creatures praise the Lord? (by being alive, by
running and jumping, by being companions, by being wild animals)

> How can all people praise the Lorde (by singing and dancing, by being
good people, by treating others as we would like to be treated)

> How can you praise the Lord2 (Accept reasonable responses.)

* Have the children turn to page 2 of the activity booklet and complete the
activity. Answers: drawn pictures of sun, stars, lightning, clouds, trees

Understand It!

® Read aloud the Understand It! on page 1 of the activity booklet, or have a
volunteer read it.

* Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key ques-
tions about the reading to check for comprehension.

® Review some of the key points with them:
> All of creation praises the Lord.
> Children praise the Lord too. (Point out some of the ways mentioned.)
> We can praise the Lord just be being our best selves.

Live I!

* Read aloud the Live Itl on page 1 of the activity booklet, or have a volunteer
read it.

e Distribute a sheet of blank paper and some crayons or markers to each child,
and instruct the children to follow the directions in the Live It!

* Give the children a few minutes to complete this activity.

Tell It!

* Invite several volunteers to retell the psalm in their own words.

e Affirm the children for the points they remember, and help them with any key
points they may have left out.
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity

Caring for Creation Charades

* Prepare ahead of time a set of index cards describing ways of caring for the
Earth. These should be creation-friendly actions that children can do to take
care of their environment, such as: planting a garden, raking leaves, feeding
a pet, watering grass, taking out the trash, turning off lights when leaving a
room, riding a bike, picking up litter, shoveling snow, and so on.

e Divide the group into pairs, and give one card to each pair. Allow them a
few minutes to plan to pantomime the action that is written on the card. Then
allow each pair to act out their pantomime with no speaking.

® Encourage the other children to guess the Earth-friendly action that is being
pantomimed.

* Invite the group, after each pair gives its pantomime, to share if they care
for the Earth in that same way. On the board, keep a tally list of actions
and how many children already do those actions on their own or with their

oo family.

* Encourage the children, if time allows, to describe other actions they do to
care for the Earth. Add these to your tally list and survey the group to ascer-
tain a number.

Process the Activity
* Discuss the actions and the tally chart you wrote on the board.
* Ask the children to share why it is important that we take care of the Earth.

* Invite the group to share what might happen if no one took any of the actions
they acted out to care for the Earth.

* Explain to the group that the Earth is our home and that God made the Earth
and everything on it for us. Tell them that by caring for the Earth, we are
thanking God for his gift of creation.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on page 73 in its place.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Core Teaching
® Remind the group that in Psalm 148 we read that all of creation praises God.

e Explain that God has given the special responsibility to care for creation to
people. Tell the children that this is just one of the ways that we can praise

God.
® Remind the group that creation is a sign of God’s love for each of us. Recall
with the group that God loves everything that he has made.
* Explain that when we love and protect the environment, we show our love for
God and praise him for making us and all of creation.
* Point out that by caring for creation, we are taking care of our own home.
® Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:
> How can creation praise God? (Each part of creation praises God by
being what it is and doing what God made it to do: the sun and moon
give light, water gives us drink when we are thirsty and is also very
beautiful, etc.)
> What is one important way people praise God? (by caring for creation)
> How can we be responsible and care for creation? (“Reduce, reuse, re- oon :
cycle”; do not throw trash on the ground; help animals; use compost bins; ~ :
collect rainwater, etc.)

> When we care for creation, what are we caring for2 (our own home)

® Invite the children to turn to the activity on page 3 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Answers: happy face for taking out trash and raking leaves; sad
face for throwing down trash and walking away from running water

* Have the children turn to page 4 of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other information you know about
Pope Saint Paul VI, and encourage the children to say, “Pope Saint Paul VI,
pray for us,” during the next week.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and Live Our Faith resource
correspond to concepts introduced in this lesson:

* “God Made the World” + activity, pages 6 and 8

Read the selection aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. Then invite the children to begin
the activity, or have them complete it with their families at home.
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Lesson Wrap-Up

* Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this
lesson, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

e Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

* Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o The entire universe and all creatures praise God by their very existence.

4 A o God loves everything he has made, so we should take care of it.

o By caring for the environment, we are caring for ourselves and our earthly
home.

* Invite the children to locate the two children on page 1 of their activity
booklets. Encourage them to find this image on their folders, and tell them
the children are facing a different direction. The image can be found in
one place.

treseey Closing Prayer

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by
a few seconds of silence.

* Read the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet, or have a volunteer
read this.

* Encourage the entire group to respond “Amen,” and then close with a final
Sign of the Cross.



Materials

Needed

® pictures of
beautiful places
and things in
nature

e colored construc-
tion paper

® several bottles
of glue

® markers

® a hole punch,

and yarn, ribbon,

or binder rings
(optional)

Materials

Needed

* a safe space for
an outdoor walk

* white paper
plates, one for

each child

e markers, crayons,
or colored pencils

e several bottles
of glue

Materials

Needed

* a computer with
internet access

® a computer
projector

* small pieces of
paper, one for

each child

We Celebrate and Care for All Creation

Addlhonal Achvﬂles

Write a Psalm (15 minutes)

* Before the session, gather pictures of nature from magazines, calendars, or
the internet. These might include a waterfall, ocean or lake, flowers, trees,
insects, animals, forest, clouds, sunrise or sunset, mountains. You will need
enough images for each child in your group to have one, plus a few extra
ones so that the children can choose one that they like.

® Explain to the children that they are going to write their own psalm of praise
to God. Have each child choose a nature picture and mount it on a piece of
construction paper. Distribute markers, and show the children a template for
writing a sentence above or below their picture: (Name of picture), praise
the Lord!

* Read the finished pages together, allowing each child to name his or her
picture and inviting the group to respond, “Praise the Lord!”

e Consider binding these pictures together. This can be done with a hole punch
and either yarn, ribbon, or binder rings to connect the pages and form a
book. Ask one of the children to design a cover for this book of praise.

Nature Walk (15 minutes)

* Take your group outdoors to observe nature. Encourage the children to use all

their senses by smelling the flowers, listening to the birds, etc. If possible, instruct

the children to bring one small thing from their walk back inside. This might be
a few blades of grass, a wildflower, a stone, a leaf, a pinecone, and so on.

e Distribute the paper plates, drawing materials, and bottles of glue when you
return from the walk.

* Have the children write in a circle around the edge of the paper plate:
“Creation praises God!”

* Invite the children to glue the object from their walk onto the paper plate and
write a few words or a sentence about what they have found. If they did not

bring something from the nature walk, instruct them to draw something they saw.

* Encourage the children to share their drawings with the rest of the group.

Sing Along: Earth Care Promise (15 minutfes)

* Waitch the video “Mother Earth Song with Lyrics | Earth & Environment Song
for Kids” (YouTube, 1:48). Encourage the group to sing along.

® Ask the children to name one thing that they will each do to care for the Earth,

our home, during the next week.

* Give each child a small piece of paper. Instruct them to write their action for
the Earth on this paper. Instruct the children to take the promise paper home

and put it in a place where they will see it. Tell them that the paper will remind

them to carry out their promises.

73



74 Unit 1: God’s Love Calls Us Together

" Chapter 2

-

m— —\ ey \ T
- _IL : Sl 5 BIERIE
Immsed mmal 000 e

We Pray
Together

ALY

/ - SN
77/ /? /A e ‘\\.\\\




We Pray Together 75

Lesson at a Glance

Scripture Focus
Psalm 150:1-6

Music Suggestions

e “Allelvia Praise God—Ps. 150,” by
Michael Mangan (World Library
Publications)

* “God Is Good All the Time,” by John
Angotti (World Library Publications)

Lesson Goals

* to explain that praise is a form
of prayer

* to name some of the reasons that .
God deserves our praise Materials Needed

e The Catholic Children’s Bible and

* to identify that we praise God
the chapter 5 activity booklet

together as a Church through

music and song e The Discover! folder

. . ® cards with positive words written
Cafechism Pillar on them, one word per card

Pray * markers or crayons

v * a board or poster to write on
Catechism References

1156, 1191, 2639, 2649

* sample rhythm instruments
® rulers or chopsticks

e paper cups, dried pasta or beans,
plastic wrap, and rubber bands

Key Words
Temple, supreme, lyre,
Liturgy of the Hours

* plastic containers with lids
® empty paper towel tubes
* joyful instrumental music

* materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Background Reflection

Because the natural world comes from God, nature has the power to touch our hearts.
When we see a beautiful sunset, the view from a mountaintop, or the first flower of spring,
our thoughts turn immediately to God. We marvel at the beauty of creation

and praise God for the wonders before us.

During the Eucharist (a word that means thanksgiving), the priest invites us to lift up our
hearts to God. He also calls us to give thanks to the Lord our God, to which we respond,
“It is right and just” (Roman Missal). It is indeed right and just that we praise God for

all of the wonders around us, as well as for the ordinary gifts that we might not always
notice.

God and his gifts are all around us! Praise God! It is right and just!
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Opening Prayer
* Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 5 activity booklet.

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

® Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

* Prepare in advance a set of cards with a word written on each card. These
words should name positive characteristics of the children in your group:
friendly, helpful, kind, cheerful, fun, happy, honest, smart, etc. Be sure to
include a few extra blank cards so the children can choose other appropriate
words.

® Ask the children to help you decide which word describes each child. As you
discuss each word with the children, give the card to the child who embodies
that characteristic. For example, if the group agrees that Maria is friendly,
give her the card with friendly written on it. If Eli is identified as happy, give
him the card with happy on it. Create additional cards as necessary until
each child has a card.

e |nstruct the children to turn their word cards over, and on the other side, draw

T, an emoji or other picture showing how the word makes them feel about them-
o ¥ selves.

3- * Invite the children to hold up their emoijis or pictures for all to see.

-% * Once this activity is complete, ask the group the following questions:

;l > How did it feel to hear your group say nice things about you?

> Why is it important to say good things about the people we know?

> What was it like to say good things about the people in your group?

® Summarize by explaining to the children that it is important to them to be
praised, not only for the good things they do but also just because they are!
God also deserves to be praised, not only for his goodness and love but also
just because he is! Explain that this is a very important form of prayer.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Scripture Focus

¢ |nvite the children to find Psalm 150:1-6 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
(pages 957 and 960). Point out the green leaf at the beginning and end of
the passage.

* Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 958. Explain that the
green leaves on this page mark that this is a shortened version of the same
Scripture passage found on the previous pages.
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Ask the children to look at the artwork on pages 958-959 and describe
what they see.

Read the Scripture passage to the children. Be sure to discuss the bold key

words with the children. Then ask the children several questions to check

for comprehension, such as the following:

> What does the word praise mean? (saying good things about another
person, in this case God)

> What are some ways to praise God? (singing, playing instruments,
dancing)

Recall that the word praise is different from the word prays, which means

talking to God about anything. Write both words on the board or in a place
the children can see.

Have the children turn to the activity on page 2 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Answers: Temple, mighty, supreme, cymbals, creatures

Understand It!

Read aloud the Understand It! on page 959, or have a volunteer read it.

Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key ques-
tions about the reading to check for comprehension.

Review some of the key points with them:
> Praising people is important.

> Itis important to praise God who is the best of everything. God is the
most loving, the most patient, the most kind.

> Psalm 150 reminds us to praise God in many ways.

> Just as the angels and saints praise God in Heaven, we praise God when
we go to church by praying and singing with our whole hearts.

Explain to the children that praising God is a way of praying. Remind them

that the Book of Psalms includes many prayers of praise to God. Tell the chil-

dren that when we praise God, we are praying like the People of God who

lived long ago.

Live It!

Read aloud the Live It on page 959, or have a volunteer read it.

Invite the children to sit quietly as they think about five things for which they
can praise God.

Ask if any of the children wish to share what they would praise God for.

Tell It!

Ask the children to look at the images in the Tell It on page 959. (Image 1
shows people praising God with music. Image 2 shows some different instru-
ments we can praise God with. Image 3 shows people praising God with
drums and dancing. Image 4 shows praising God with cymbals.)

* Have one or several children retell the psalm to the group using the pictures

in the Tell It!
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ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity

We Praise God with Music and Song!

Gather in advance the following materials for making rhythm instruments:
o rulers or chopsticks (to be hit together to create a beat)

o paper cups (to be filled with dried pasta or beans, covered with plastic
wrap, and secured with a rubber band for shakers)

o plastic containers with lids (to be used as drums)
o empty paper towel tubes (to be used as horns)

Make one sample of each instrument in advance. Set up four tables or desks
with the materials for making each of the four instruments.

Show the instrument samples to the children, and ask each child to choose
an instrument to make. Give simple instructions on how to assemble each
instrument.

Instruct the children to go to that space to assemble the materials they need
for making a rhythm instrument.

Allow a few minutes for the children to make their own rhythm instrument. En-
courage them to help one another. They can decorate their instruments with
markers or crayons if time permits.

Invite the children, when they finish, to join you in a circle and prepare to
praise God. Explain that they will praise God by using their instruments while
you read Psalm 150 aloud for the group.

Brainstorm some actions the children can do with their hands and instruments
that would match the psalm, such as raising their hands to Heaven, dancing,
and playing their instruments.

Instruct the children that whenever you read the words “Praise him,” they
should joyfully play their instruments.

Begin by playing a recording of joyful instrumental music. You may want
the children to walk in a circle praising God. Begin fo read the words of the
psalm, slowly and deliberately, to match the emotion of the psalm. Pause
between sentences so that the children have time to use their instruments.

Process the Activity

Together with the group, discuss the activity.

Congratulate the children on their good work in making their instruments and
using them to praise God.

Ask the children the following questions:

> What was it like to praise God all together with your instruments?
(fun, loud, joyful, happy, united as one)

> What would it have been like if there had been only one instrument
playing? (softer, only one sound, a good sound but not as loud and not all
together)

> What are some of your reasons for praising God? (for making me, for
giving me my family, my teachers, for making the world, for being God)



oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
choose to use any of the additional activities on pages 81-82 in its place.

ooooo

We Pray Together

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Teaching

Remind the group that God is good and has made all things. Tell them that
just as they appreciate hearing that they are doing good things, so does God.

Explain that when we praise God, we are telling him how wonderful he is
and how much we appreciate his love for us and enjoy what he has made
for us.

Point out that by praising God, we are reminded of how much we depend on
him for all things.

Explain that when we praise God, we are praying. Tell the children that there
are many kinds of prayer, and this is a prayer of praise. Continue by explain-
ing that we can praise God anywhere and at any time.

Emphasize that we praise God in a special way when we come together for
Mass, especially on Sunday. Tell them that we call Sunday “the Lord’s Day”
because that is the day we praise God together. Explain that of all the days
of the week, Sunday is the one day we set aside to praise God at Mass. Tell
the children that we go to church together on Sunday or on Saturday evening.

Explain that we praise God together at Mass as members of the Church.

Tell the group that when we pray at Mass together, we help one another to

praise God.

Remind the children that the Church is the Body of Christ. Explain that we

praise God together as the Body of Christ, joyful and united as one.

Explain that the Church praises God every day at Mass, and seven times a

day by praying the psalms. Tell them that the prayer that is prayed during the

different hours of the day is called the Liturgy of the Hours.

Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the

following:

> Why should we praise God? (God made us, loves us, and gave us the
beautiful world.)

> What are some of the things for which you praise God? (Accept reason-
able responses.)

> When and where can we praise God? (anytime and anywhere)

> What is special about praising God in church? (We praise God together
as members of the Church and as one Body of Christ.)

> How should we praise God in church? (with all our hearts)
Invite the children to turn to the activity on page 3 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Answer: We praise the Lord with all our hearts!

Have the children turn to page 4 of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other information you know about Saint
David the King, and encourage the children to say, “Saint David the King,
pray for us,” during the next week.
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ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activities in the We Know and Live Our Faith re-
source correspond to concepts introduced in this lesson:
* “What Is Prayer?” and “We Pray in Church” pages 47-48

* “We Pray with the Church and the Church Prays with Us” + activity,
pages 51-53

e “The Church Prays” + activity, pages 54-55

Read the selections aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. Then invite the children to begin
an activity, or have them complete the activities with their families at home.

Lesson Wrap-Up

* Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this les-
son, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

N e Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

® Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o Praise is a form of prayer.
o God deserves our praise for many reasons.
o We praise God together as a Church through music and song.

* Invite the children to locate the different images of cymbals on pages 958
and 959 in The Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage them to find cymbals on
their folders. They can be found in two places.

Closing Prayer

* Invite the children to bring their instruments to your prayer space.

® Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by a
few seconds of silence.

* Invite each child to name something that they want to praise God for. Ex-
plain that after each child names one thing during the prayer, the group will
respond, “Praise the Lord!” while making a joyful noise on their instrument.

e Conclude by saying that you want to praise God for making the wonderful
children in your group. Invite everyone to respond, “Praise the Lord!”

* Close with a final Sign of the Cross.
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: Addlhonal Achvﬂles :

—---—----------- -—_-J

Materials A Praise Acrostic (15 minutes)
Needed

e prepared handouts,
one for each child

* Prepare ahead of time handouts with the words “PRAISE GOD" written verti-
cally down the left-hand side. Each letter should be followed by one write-on
line.

e Distribute the handouts and remind the children of the wonders of creation
and the many reasons there are to praise God.

* Explain to the children that they are to make a list of their own reasons to
praise God. Tell them that each word they write should begin with the letter
on the left side of their paper and should answer the question: “What do |
praise God for2” For example, beside the first letter, P, they might write pup-
pies or people.

® Brainstorm a few letters that may be more difficult: the letter I could begin
the word islands, inchworms, or ice cream. The letter O might begin octopi,
oceans, or ofters.

® Encourage the children to share their “Praise God” papers aloud, as time
permits. Ask them to take their papers home to share with their families.

Materials Praising God with the Gloria (15 minutes)
Needed

. . * Distribute copies of the Gloria (Glory to God) from a missalette. Read the
® copies of the Gloria

prayer for the children, and ask them if they have ever heard this prayer

(qury to God) from before. (:!
a missalette ] ) . ‘Q:
* Explain to the group that when we praise God, we are giving glory to God. i
Tell them that this is a special prayer, called the Gloria or the Glory to God, P

that we pray together when we are at Mass. :I

* Remind the children that the Gloria is a song of praise. Explain that it was
first sung by the angels on the night Jesus was born. Invite the children to find
these words in The Catholic Children’s Bible (see page 1576, Luke 2:14).

® |nvite the children to find words or phrases in the Gloria that give praise to
God. Write these on the board.

® Ask the children to pray along with you as you read the Gloria together.



82 Unit 1: God’s Love Calls Us Together

Materials
Needed

* a computer with
internet access

® a computer
projector

e small pieces of
paper cut into
squares or
rectangles
(about 3-x-4-inch)

* pieces of curly
ribbon for making
bows, one for

each child

* tape or glue

a basket (optional)

A Gift to God (15 minutes)

Watch the video “A Gift To You | 1 | kwsem (YouTube, 2:53).

Talk about the ways we give gifts to God by doing what he made us to do,
by being the best person we can be. Explain to the group that this is a way
of praising God for us.

Distribute small pieces of paper, and invite each child to write on it what
special gift they will give to God. You might need to give a few examples to
help the children, such as helping care for a little brother or sister, listening to
their parents, working hard in school, and so on.

Help the children tie a piece of ribbon into a bow and tape or glue it onto
the paper to make it look like a gift.

Ask the children to take the papers home as reminders of their gifts to God.
Alternatively, you may want to collect them in a basket and place them in the
prayer space as a symbol of their offering.
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Lesson at a Glance

Key Words
childlike, childish

Scripture Focus
Matthew 19:13-15

Lesson Goals

® {o state that Jesus shows us God’s
love for us

Music Suggestions
® “Jesus Loves the Little Children,”

by The Wonder Kids (Wonder
Workshop)

e “Jesus Loves Me,” by Hillsong Kids
(Hillsong Church)

* to identify that Jesus loves and
welcomes everyone, including

children

* to explain that the Kingdom of
Heaven belongs to those with

a childlike faith

Materials Needed

e The Catholic Children’s Bible and
the chapter 6 activity booklet
Caftechism Pillar

Believe

The Discover! folder

a gift box, wrapped with a sign inside

. that says “The Kingdom of Heaven”
Cafechism References

541-544, 699

a board or poster to write on

materials for any of the additional
activities you choose

Background Reflection

Do you remember what it was like when you were a young child2 Remember when the
adults around you would talk about things that were over your head2 Maybe you felt left
out or ignored. These are probably not your favorite childhood memories.

Try to put your childhood self into the reading from Matthew’s Gospel in today’s lesson.
Imagine you are one of the children being nudged away by the grown-ups. They are
talking about you, scolding your parents, and trying to send you away because Jesus is
tired and needs his rest. “Jesus has no time to bother with little kids,” they say. And then
you hear a voice—Jesus’ voice—calling you over, “Come here, children, | want to see
you.” And then there's that smile—warm, open, kind.

This is the Jesus who welcomes you every day. This is the Jesus who has time for you and
is never too tired to bless you. This is the Jesus who looks at you and sees your childlike
goodness. This is the Jesus who wants to lead you into his Father’s Kingdom.
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Opening Prayer
* Invite the children to turn to page 1 of the chapter 6 activity booklet.

* Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross. Then say,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.” Allow about
10 seconds of silence.

* Read aloud the prayer on page 1 of the activity booklet. Invite all the
children to say “Amen,” and then close with another Sign of the Cross.

Engage Activity

* Ask the children if they have ever been ignored by an adult or someone
older than they are. Invite them to share their experiences.

* Ask, “Have you ever ignored anyone or pushed anyone away?” Invite them
to share some examples (a smaller child, someone they did not want to play
with, etc.).

* Guide the children to focus on the feelings connected to both being ignored
and ignoring someone else.

e Tell the group that everyone has had a similar experience of being ignored
by someone they want to talk to or play with. Explain that sometimes this is
because the other person is busy or distracted.

e Tell the group that today they are going to read a story about a time that
Jesus paid special attention to the children who did not seem important to the
other grown-ups around Jesus.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Scripture Focus

(o]
: 3- 3 * Invite the children to find Matthew 19:13-15 in The Catholic Children’s Bible
i (page 1494). Point out the green leaf at the beginning and end of the
P @ passage.

; * Have the children turn to the Featured Story on page 1496. Explain that the

green leaves on this page mark that this is the same Scripture passage found
on the previous page.
* Ask the children to look at the artwork on pages 1496-1497 and describe
what they see.
* Read the Scripture passage to the children. Then ask the children several
questions to check for comprehension, such as the following:
> Why did the people bring their children to Jesus? (to have him place his
hands on them and pray for them)
> What did Jesus’ disciples do when the people brought the children?
(scolded the people)
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> What did Jesus say about the children2 (“Let the children come to me and
do not stop them, because the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as
these.”)

> How do you think Jesus treated the children2 (He loved the children, he
was kind, he blessed the children, and so on.)

Have the children turn to the activity on page 2 of the activity booklet and

complete it. Answers: children, pray, disciples, Kingdom, heaven, hands

Understand It!

Read aloud the Understand Itl on page 1497 to the children, or have a
volunteer read it.

Invite the children to summarize what they just heard, asking them key ques-
tions about the reading to check for comprehension.

Review some of the key points with them:

> All people, including children, are important to Jesus.

> Jesus blessed the children and made them an example for everyone. He
said that people who are like children will enter Heaven.

Explain to the children that Jesus was teaching those around him that it is

important to be childlike. Explain that childlike doesn’t mean to be young

or small, but rather trusting and loving. Tell them that even adults can be

childlike (trusting, loving) in their faith.

Tell the children that being childlike is different than being childish, which

could mean “acting like a spoiled child.” Point out that even older people can

be childish at times, when they don't get their way or are impatient.

Talk with the group about the difference between the two words and empha-

size that being childlike, trusting God, is good.

Live It!

Read aloud the Live Itl on page 1497, or have a volunteer read it.

Invite the children to create a quiet atmosphere. Ask them to sit calmly and
close their eyes.

Help the children to follow the directions in the Live Itl, guiding them through
the activity by speaking the directions quietly and slowly. Allow enough time
between directions for the children to follow along. Place special emphasis
on the last direction that invites the children to listen to Jesus in their heart.

Once you have finished the activity, instruct the children to slowly open their
eyes and to remember their quiet time with Jesus. Invite volunteers, as time
permits, to share their experiences.

Tell It!

Ask the children to look at the images in the Tell It on page 1497. (Image 1
shows a disciple sending the children away. Image 2 shows Jesus stopping
the disciple. Image 3 shows Jesus blessing one of the children.)

* Invite several volunteers to retell the story using the images in the Tell It

e Affirm the children for the points they remember, and help them with any key

points they may have left out.
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Core Learning Activity

Finding the Kingdom of Heaven

® Prepare ahead of time a small treasure box by wrapping a gift box with wrap-
ping paper and a bow so that it looks beautiful. Inside the box put a sheet of
plain white paper with the words “The Kingdom of Heaven” written on it.

* Show the wrapped gift box to the children, and explain that you are going
to play a seeking game. Explain that you will hide the gift somewhere in the
room, and they will help someone find it.

* Invite one child to leave your learning space and wait outside the door while
you hide the gift. Allow the other children to see where it is hidden.

* Invite the child who has left the room to return. Tell this child to find the gift
box while the other children give clues.

* Instruct the rest of the children that they are to speak softly and say “warm”
when the seeker is near the gift and “cold” when the seeker moves far away.

* The activity ends once the gift is found. If possible, play several times.

Process the Activity

* Invite the child who was the gift seeker to share how difficult or easy it was
to follow the clues of the group.

® Ask the children to guess what the gift box might have inside.

e Unwrap the box and show the piece of paper with the words “The Kingdom
of Heaven.”

* Explain that it is always important to seek the Kingdom of Heaven.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Additional Activity Options

seneee . If the core activity would not work for your group for any reason, you may
s . choose to use any of the additional activities on page 91 in its place.

Core Teaching

* Explain to the children that Jesus came to live among us to show us God’s
love for us

® Remind the group that in the Scripture reading, Jesus said that the Kingdom
of Heaven belongs to those who are like children. Ask the group what they
know about the Kingdom of Heaven. (The children may mention clouds,
golden streets, etc. Affirm their answers but explain that Heaven is life forever
with God. We compare Heaven to the beautiful things we can imagine.)

e Explain that the gift box in the core activity was like the Kingdom of Heaven
and that the Kingdom of Heaven is also beautiful and a gift from God.
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® Explain the Kingdom of Heaven using the following points:

> Jesus taught that the Kingdom of Heaven is a community of peace, mercy,
and love.

> The Kingdom of Heaven begins here. We do not have to wait until we get
to Heaven. We can be peaceful, merciful, and loving right now!

> We become part of the Kingdom of Heaven by believing in Jesus, being
baptized, and living our lives like Jesus.

> Jesus wants us to know that all people who do their best to love God,
themselves, and others are welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven. No matter
what our age, we can all be part of the Kingdom of Heaven right now.
e Ask the group for examples of ways they can be part of the Kingdom of
Heaven. How can they always be childlike and trusting in God2 Write the
responses on the board.

* Ask the children some questions to check for comprehension, such as the
following:
> What is the Kingdom of Heaven2 (a community of peace, mercy, and love)
> When does the Kingdom of Heaven starte (Right now! When we are
peaceful, merciful, and loving, we show we are part of God's Kingdom.)
> Who are welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven? (Those who do their best
to love God, themselves, and others.)

> What must someone do to be in the
Kingdom of Heaven? (have childlike
faith and trust in God, love others;
accept reasonable responses)

® |nvite the children to turn to the activity
on page 3 of the activity booklet and
complete it. Solution at right.

* Have the children turn to page 4
of the activity booklet. Read aloud the
“People of Faith” section. Add any other

information you know about Saint John
Baptist de La Salle, and encourage the

children to say, “Saint John Baptist =)
de La Salle, prayfor us,” during the
next week.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our Faith resource corresponds
to concepts introduced in this lesson:

* “Jesus Became Human to Make Us More Like God,” activity pages 14-15

Read the selection aloud, or invite a volunteer to read, as time allows. Check
for understanding by asking several questions. You may want to summarize the
key concepts for the children.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Lesson Wrap-Up

Invite the children to think back over all the different things they did in this
lesson, and invite volunteers to share some of the key things they learned.

Take time to get input from the group, and write their answers on the board.

Ensure that the following points are made, write them on the board, and
circle them:

o Jesus shows us God's love for us.
o Jesus loves and welcomes everyone, including children.
o The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those with a childlike faith.

Invite the children to locate the image of Jesus with the child on his lap on
page 1496 in The Catholic Children’s Bible. Encourage them to find this

image on their folders. It can be found in one place.

Closing Prayer

Explain to the group that the group will be saying a special prayer called a
litany. Explain that when you say the first part of each sentence, they are to
respond, “Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.” Practice this
response with the children.

Begin prayer by leading the children in the Sign of the Cross and saying,
“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God,” followed by
a few seconds of silence.

Leader: We are your children.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We trust in you.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We try to be like you.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We help our family.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We care for our friends.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We include others to make new friends.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Leader: We love you, O Lord.

Response: Welcome us, O Lord, into the Kingdom of Heaven.

* Invite everyone to say, “Amen,” and then close with a final Sign of the Cross.



Materials
Needed

index cards, one

for each child
paper strips to
make headbands,

one for each child
markers or crayons
tape or a stapler

a device for
recording video

Materials
Needed

a picture book

colored paper,
one sheet for

each child

several pairs
of scissors

markers or
crayons

Materials
Needed

a computer with
internet access
a computer
projector

preprinted and
tied scrolls, one

for each child

markers or crayons
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Acting Out Scripture (15 minutes)

Tell the group they are going to act out the Scripture passage from Matthew.

Ask the group to help you make a list of who is in the story as you write the
characters on the board. Try to include enough characters so that each child
has a part. There can be any number of children, parents, and disciples.
Choose one child to be narrator.

Assign parts, and distribute the index cards, paper strips, and markers or
crayons. Direct the children to make a headband with their character’s
name on it. Help them staple or tape their index card to the paper strip, and
then adjust the length of the strip to fit around the child’s head. The children
should write their characters’ names on the index cards and then wear their

headbands.

Instruct the group to act out the passage as the narrator reads from the Bible.

You might want to make a video of the children’s performance to be used at
a later time.

LiHfle Ones Make a Difference (15 minutes)

Read a picture book to the group with this theme: the smallest character can
make the biggest difference. (Examples: the folktale “The Great Big Enor-
mous Turnip,” or Aesop's fable “The Lion and the Mouse.”)

Lead the group in a discussion of the way the smallest character made the
biggest difference in the story.

Invite the children to brainstorm ways that they can make a big difference in
someone’s life.

Distribute the colored paper, scissors, and markers or crayons. Show the chil-

dren how to trace one of their hands on the paper. Have the children cut out
the hand. Instruct them to write their name on the hand and write or draw
one way that they can make a difference by helping someone they know.

Challenge the children to do the action they described on their handprint
during the following week.

Lef the Children Come 1o Me (15 minutes)

Prepare an 8%2-x-11-inch piece of paper with open block letters: “Jesus says:
Come to me.” Make copies, one for each child. Roll each copy into a scroll
and tie it with ribbon.

Waitch the video “Luke 18 | Suffer the Little Children to Come unto Me | The
Bible” (YouTube, 2:41).
Invite the children to react to the video.

Give each child a scroll and some markers or crayons. Invite the children
to write the Scripture citation (Matthew 19:14) beneath the quote. Allow the
children to color the letters.
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