
EYES THAT SEE

“And how can we remain indifferent to the prospect of an ecological crisis which 
is making vast areas of our planet uninhabitable and hostile to humanity?” 
(Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church)

Have you ever noticed how young children will cover their eyes when they are 
frightened? As we get older, we realize that simply covering our eyes will not 
make what is frightening us go away. The Church reminds us that when it comes 
to the enormous and frightening challenges we have in caring for God’s creation, 
we cannot simply cover our eyes and hope it all goes away. The destruction of 
wetlands and rainforests, global warming, and animal extinctions are not only 
about respecting God’s creation but about our survival as well. We are called to 
open our eyes and confront the problems.

Lord, the effects of humankind’s choices have taken a toll on the environment. 
Help us work to reverse those effects and set in motion a time of renewal.
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Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church
www.vatican.va/roman_curia/
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